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Hooke - Clement Ex. 





PROCEEDINGS before The Honourable 

Mee MURGLCG. We Js Ge MIFDY,. CALE 
24th day of November, A. D. 1967, at 
9:00 ofclock in the morning, at the 
Court House, in the City of Edmonton, 
Province of Alberta. 


MR. CLEMENT: Mr. Hooke please? 


MR. CLEMENT EXAMINES THE WITNESS: 


Q 


Mr. Hooke, you are still under oath for the purposes of 
this Inquiry? 

Yes sir. 

I would like to just spend a moment or two more on the 
affairs of June, 1955 of Ideal Homes. There was produced 
in evidence, Exhibit 444 which is a Minute, unsigned, 
purporting to be a minute of the shareholders of Ideal 
Homes of June 8th, 1955 and it was produced from the 
records of B. C. Tanner and Company in connection with the 
working papers dealing with the financial position of that 
company as at June 30th, 1955 and Mr. Hooke, if you will 
look at it, you will see that it deals with the matter of 
$31,910.06 which you paid to the Treasury Branch. 

Now, I just want to see if there is a circumstance which 
might refresh your memory about these matters. Mr. Hooke, 
the Legislative Assembly Act was amended in the 1955 Session 
of the Legislature and as I understand the amendment, as I 
understand the amendment to Section 12 of the Act a 
Prohibition was enacted against any member of the Legislative 
Assembly having in effect dealings with the Treasury Branches, 


Did that amendment to the Legislative Assembly Act have 
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(Cont ;) anything to do with your actions in June of 1955 
in having, in paying out the Treasury Branch loan or paying 
it down? 
No.it~didn!t.Mr. Clement. 
I see. It was just the pressure of creditors that was 
concerning you at that time then? 
That, together with the fact that it looked as though the 
company would have very little alternative but to go into 
bankruptcy right at that moment which was something I didn't 
want to see. 
Yes, quite so. Now, the question was raised and some 
uncertainty developed concerning the transfer of property 
to you by the company in consequence of your payment on 
behalf of the company of this sum of thirty-one thousand 
nine hundred dollars odd and this Exhibit 444 deals with a 
transfer of property to you in the way of a suggestion that 
it be done. 

Now, was property transferred to you as described in 
Exhibit 444? 
No it never was Mr. Clement. 
It never was; so that you have not at anytime received any 
compensation for the advance of thirty-one thousand nine 
hundred? 
No I haven'tt sir. 
So, it is still outstanding as an obligation owing to you by 
the company on the footing that that money was paid for the 
company's use and benefit? 
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That is right. 

























Now, in the evidence given by Mr. Bentley which I think you 
heard yesterday, he was discussing his instructions to 
prepare financial statements of Ideal Homes as of 1962 and 
he said he never got to a completion of the financial 
statements because there was some dispute between share- 
holders or others interested at least, in the company, 

as to what your position, I take it, as a creditor of the 
company was, the actual position was, Mr. Campbell's position 
was and so on and he stated that this was discussed in his 
presence, as I recall his evidence, discussed in his presence 
by you, Mr. Campbell and Mr. Spady. Do you have a 
recollection of that occasion which was in 1965 according to 
the testimony? 

Yes, I do have a recollection of it. 

Yes, there was such a nee iaes: 

Yes there was. 

And there was a discussion of that nature? 

Yes. 

What was that discussion in your recollection, what was the 
issue being discussed? 

Well, as to the financial position in which we found our- 
selves as individuals. I would say that with about seven 
years having gone by that the company was doing practically 
nothing other than endeavouring to pay up some of the debts 
that it had from payments coming in from houses, the books 


had not been properly kept during that time, especially two 
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A (Cont. ) of the partners were busy trying to make a living 


and get back on their feet again. No one had 


Q By partners, do you mean shareholders? 

A Shareholders, yes, I am thinking particularly of Spady and 
Hooke. 

MR. GILL: Chris? 

Q MR. CLEMENT: Yes? 


A My brother and, as I say, the books had not been well kept 
at the time and there was a matter of trying to sift out how 


we did stand. 
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1-B-1 
A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 


Q Yes? 


A I couldn't say at that moment. 





















Q Well, how you wuld stand in respect of obligations owed by the 


company to the three or four of you? 


A And perhaps vice versa. 

Q And vice versa as the case may be? 

A Yes. 

Q And Mr. Bentley said that that was never resolved as far as 
his instructions were concerned: is that correct? 

A I would say that's right. 

Q Was there a debate as to whether you were owed these two 
sums by the company, the six thousand odd and the thirty- 
one thousand odd? 

A No, I think that was recognized. 

Q Was there still some discussion about Mr. Combs’ affairs? 

A About -? 

Q Combs, you remember you had paid Mr. Combs? 

A Well, things like that undoubtedly would come up. 

Q You don’t recall it particularly? 

A No, I don't. 

Q I see, all right. Now, there are two or three other matters 


I would like to turn to then in connection with your interest 
in Ideal Homes, your continuing interest in Ideal Homes, 
which I presume exists to the present time, Mr. Hamilton 
gave in evidence that on Novebmer 8th 1962 he received a 
type-written unsigned memorandum, delivered to him by Mrs. 


Ethel Wilson, and it has been acknowledged that this memor- 
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(Cont. ) andum was prepared by you as a draft memorandum of 


these claims which I take it you felt that Ideal Homes had 







against the City. Now, Mr. Hooke, how did it come about that 
you would deliver or cause to be delivered that memorandum 
in that fashion? 

I must say that in connection with that particular memorandum 
as I made notations on things that occurred from time to time 
of which I was aware, and put them down in that particular 
memorandum, it was never intended that such a memorandum 
should be handed in that form to any City Commissioner. I 
was speaking one day to Mrs. Wilson concerning different 
cases, I think they had to do with something I had read in 
the paper of people being dissatisfied with the decision they 
had received from the City, I can’t recall just what it was 
now. So I mentioned casually to her that this little company 
with which I was once associated had had a lengthy history, 
and so on, and that I had more or less jotted down the main 
features in connection with it. She asked me if she could 
read it and I said "Yes, by all means.", so I gave it to her 
to read. A few days later she informed me that she had 
passed it on to Commissioner Hamilton, She said "Commissione 
Hamilton is a very fine and understanding man.", and she said 
"IT thought I would like him to read this.". 

She was an Alderman at the time? 

She was an Alderman at the time, that’s right. 

Yes. Well, Mr. Hamilton gave in evidence that he had not 


heard of Ideal Homes up to that day, November 8th 1962, but, 
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Hooke ~ Clement Ex, 



















(Cont.) or indeed spoken to you about any of these matters, 
but that after that date he did have some contact with you, 
Mr. Hooke; and the one I want to ask you about, I haven’t 
put that very well, but he did say that he had some contact 
with you after that date. He also gave in evidence that in 
the spring of 1953 he had a call from Mr. John Campbell, and 
one of the things said at that meeting, which took place at 
Mr. Hamilton's house, remained in his memory: that Mr. 
Campbell had used words to the effect that if the Commissio 
didn'*t get on with the business of the Ideal Homes the 
chances of the City in the annexation proceedings then going 
on would be lost. Did you have any discussion with Mr. 
Campbell touching the question of the City’s application for 
annexation of Jasper Place and other areas? 

I never discussed such a thing with Mr. Campbell. 

Never. Did you give Mr. Campbell any instructions to mention 
the annexation application in connection with the difficultie 
of Ideal Homes? 

No, certainly not, Mr. Clement. 

Now, one further point, Mr. Hooke. Mr. Leger gave in evidenc 
that you had called at his home one evening about the middle 
of July 1964, and that some discussion took place there. Do 
you recall having gone, to pinpoint it more exactly, he fixed 
the time of this call by you at his home as about a week or 
so prior to this incident of July 30th in the South Bend 
Motel. 
Yes. 
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1-B-4 
A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 


Q Which I am not touching on at this moment. Now, do you 


recall seeing Mr. Leger at or about that period of time? 


A Yes, I do, Mr. Clement. 

Q Would you give the circumstances leading up to it and what 
transpired? 

A There had been in the Edmonton Journal a statement or there 


had appeared in the Journal a statement to the effect that 
Alderman Leger had stated that Hooke, meaning me, was 
endeavouring to trade off to the City an old moose pasture 
for some first-class land in West Edmonton. 

Q The moose pasture was this place with the chicken house, the 


chicken house on it, was it? 








A That’s right. 

Q Out here in Wellington Park? 
A ¥Yest 

QO Yes? 

A 


Believing that he undoubtedly did not know what the land was, 
and also believing that he would like to be properly informe 
as to where it was, what it was, I called him up, and asked 
him if he knew where the land was. He said "No, I don't." 
"Well," I said "would you like to have more information on 
it, it is rather difficult to come to a proper conclusion 
without the facts?", and he said "Yes, come on over.", and 

I said "On my way home I will pop in if you like and let you 
read the notes that I have prepared for the Land Committee 
so that they have proper information."., So I went over to 
his home. Actually this is the first time that I had had 
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Hooke - Clement Ex. 


(Cont.) any contact with Mr. Leger, apart from two meetings 
in my own office years before about something else entirely. 
In other words, I was not well acquainted with Alderman 
Leger. 

Yes? 


He said "Let*s go down in the basement, to my office.", and 








so we went down in the basement, exchanged a few pleasantries 
talked about other things casually, as I recall it; and then 
I raised the question of whether or not he did know where the 
Ideal Homes property was and the relative valuations that had 
been placed on the property, and so on, by an independent 
evaluator, both the City’s property and Ideal Homes? property}; 
and showed him this three or four page document that I had 
prepared for the benefit of the Land Committee which had been 
prepared upon the advice of Commissinner Hamilton. He had 
asked me, incidently, if I would, in order to assist the 
Land Committee, write out a few of the facts as I understood 
them to be. Alderman Leger took a look at them, glanced the 
over quickly, and said "Oh, so that’s it." and handed me 
back the paper, which was as far as I was concerned the end 
of the conversation. 

Well, Mr. Hooke, Mr. Leger gave some evidence, and I will 
just ask you some questions bearing on the evidence which he 
gave: did you directly ask Mr. Leger to vote at City Council 
meeting in favor of the exchange of land which was in 
contemplation at that time? 


Oh, no sir, quite the reverse. I said "Please don'tt 
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1-B-6 


G. C. Hamilton - Clement Ex. 

A (Cont.) interpret this in any way as my asking you to look 
at this other than knowing the facts.". 

Q Yes, and did you offer to help Mr. Leger in any way, 
politically or otherwise? 

A Not at all. 

Q iesce. 

Mr. Commissioner, that is all the evidence-in-chief 
that I have to ask Mr. Hooke at this moment. Mr. Hamilton is 
here, perhaps we might have Mr. Hooke stand down? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, I note Mr. Hamilton is here, and 
I think perhaps in order to permit him to return to Calgary 
or wherever he is going we will interrupt here. Mr. Hooke, 
we will interrupt your examination and have Mr. Hamilton 
called with respect to that one question that was raised. 

A Thank you. 

(Witness steps down.) 

MR. CLEMENT: Yes, call Mr. Hamilton. 


GEOFFREY CRAIG HAMILTON, recalled on his former oath, examined by 
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J. Hooke —- Clement Ex. 























Mr. Clement: 
You will recall, Mr. Commissioner, that I stated that in my 
view this particular point is, this particular point is not 
germane to the Inquiry, but since you have ruled that you 
wish to hear the evidence I will ask the question. 

Mr. Hamilton, do you wish to be resworn or do you 
acknowledge you are still under oath for the purposes of the 
Inquiry? 


I acknowledge I am under oath. 
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1-B-7 
G. C. Hamilton - Clement Ex. 
- Wright Ex. 


Q 


Q 


THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Gill? 


MR. GILL: Mr, Wright will lead off. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Wright? 


MR. WRIGHT EXAMINES THE WITNESS: 
Q 
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The question is this, Mr. Hamilton: did you at any time 


receive a call from Mr. Hooke asking that there be furnished 







to him or shown to him a file of the City of Edmonton relatin 
to Mr. Leger, and as I understand it having to do probably 
with expropriation proceedings by the City on some land owned 
by Mr. Leger, and I think a portion of the South Bend Motel 
property? 

I have had about two days or more to think about this, having 
been told that this question might arise. I did discuss it 
on the telephone with Commissioner Menzies to try and refresh 
my memory, and I have searched my mind as best I can, and I 
can only answer this way: I recall that there was some 
conversation amongst the City Commissioners, and I believe 
this also included the Mayor or the Deputy Mayor about such a 
file, and as one thinks and thinks about this sort of inciden 
one can be led astray, and all I can say accurately is that I 
recall that there was some discussion amongst the Commissione 
about this file. I think I never saw the file, I am sure I 
never had it in my hand, and I can give no further accurate 
information beyond that point. 


Thank you Mr. Hamilton. 


Yes sir. Now, was the reason that the file was discussed 


that there had been some sort of communication from the 
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1-B-8 
G. C. Hamilton - Wright Ex. 
Q (Cont.) Minister of Municipal Affairs, Mr. Hamilton? 
A I simply cannot answer that. I don't recall that there was 
such. It may be a fault in my memory but I think I would 


have remembered. I am sorry. 





Q Yes. The discussion you remember then, or think you remember 
was amongst the City Commissioners? 

A Well, I am certain that this so-called Leger property file 
was discussed. 

Q Yes, but I am asking you in particular with respect to the, 
with respect to a request that the file be shown to someone; 
can you remember - 


A Well, I simply cannot remember that. 


Q Yes, on the other hand it may have occurred? 

MR. CLEMENT: Mr. Commissioner ! 

THE COMMISSIONER: Now, Mr. Wright, you had your answer, 
he cantt recall. For him to say it might have occurred is 


pure speculation and I am not interested in speculation, I 
have had considerable speculation, but he says he cantt remem 


ber. 


Q MR. WRIGHT: Might other people’*s memory be better 


than yours? 


A Yes, of course. 
MR. CLEMENT: Oh, for goodness sake!? 
THE COMMISSIONER: I dontt think he can speak for other 


people's memory, Mr. Wright. 


MR. CLEMENT: I think this is reaching far into 


outer space. 
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1-B-9 

G. C. Hamilton - Wright Ex. 

- Crawford Ex. 

Q MR. WRIGHT: What I am getting at, Mr. Hamilton, 
is if there is an accurate memory of these incidents by one 
of the Commissioners or the Deputy Mayor, you would be in 
no position to gainsay it from your memory? 

A No. 

MR. CLEMENT: Mr. Wright is certainly persistent, 
sir. 

A I would not, for the simple reason that it may be that, for 
example, Commissioner Menzies had more to do with that 
incident than I can recall I did, or it may have meant more 
in some way to the Mayor or the Deputy Mayor. I am quite 
prepared to accept that someone may recall this better than 
I, but I can give no further accurate information in my mind 
than I have done. 

Q MR. WRIGHT: Fine, thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Bowen? 

MR. BOWEN: No questions, My Lord. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Crawford? 


MR. CRAWFORD EXAMINES THE WITNESS: 





Q Mr. Hamilton, when did the discussion that you recall amongs 
the Commissioners take place? 

A It seems to me that it was wintertime, it probably was in, 
well, I don't know, half way through my term as Commissioner, 
1964 or '65, something like that. 

Q You mentioned that in the last couple of days you discussed 
the matter with Commissioner Menzies? 


A Yes. 
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1-B-10 
G. C. Hamilton - Crawford Ex. 
- Gill, Ex. 

Q On the phone? 

A Yes. 

Q Is what you have given in evidence based partly on his 
memory? 

A Partly, partly, but I have tried to be very careful not to 
let anyone, including Commissioner Menzies, put thoughts in 
my mind that I was not quite sure that I recalled myself. 

Q In your discussions was there anything that he recalled to 
you that you have not given in evidence here this morning? 

A Yes, I believe that Commissioner Menzies may have had some 
discussions about this matter, may have had more discussions 
about this matter than I did, and it may, it may be that Mr, 
Warner, head of the Land Department, has something to offer 
here that I have forgotten about. I did not check with Mr. 
J. R. Warner, head of the Land Department, and it may be that 
the then Mayor or Deputy Mayor, whoever was sitting in the 
chair at the time, had something more to contribute but I 
can't think of anything else on this matter, I simply can't, 

Q You can't recall whose initiative it was to question the 
existence of the file? 

A No sir, I cannot, I cannot. 

Q Thank you. 

THE COMMISSTONER: Mr. Gall? 


MR. GILL EXAMINES THE WITNESS: 


Q 
A 
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What was the meeting about? 
I can't, I am sorry, sir, I am doing my best, I simply cannot 


recall any further details of this matter than I have given. 
SUPREME COURT REPORTERS 
EOMONTON, ALBERTA 


, hay Se. ‘an : ee ae 






















bwin 
aE a. + ? 
; bp ie conti otros 
| Pe oie Link i) Ghani: ie y 
| td no vidasq beesd oanabive mi heey ates mi iw et 7 
eta G ‘woyes ray pall: 
, 1 f sé & ro 
: a a y Mu Seqne | ; me 
. ot gon Iutowums ytey ed od betas eved I sud wfte68q wutoaet : a, 
ve 
| ni atrquods jug .esisneM recoltaeimmod patbutont ssooeiatvatl ‘a 
a j 
| tleaym belfeost I dadt éawe otinp ton esw I stads bam ee. te 
Creat / 3 j 
. of belisoey sd tads gniddyne-o1rsay eew anolesuoeih awoyent Q 
| Tpaiarom aids sted sonehive ak neyig ton’ erred Hoy said uo 7 i. | 
ya 
smoe bead svand vam esisiieM resnoteetmmod saris eveiled Tijeet 4 
anofaauceth e1om bed oved Yom .19dtem aids shods erolaavosth 
1M tead sd vam Si .vom i bas , bib I neds wedsem atny atuods 


setto od griddomee ard .Snvmadraged baal edt to baod TenI6W ; 


we ee a 


.1M gilw sooo ton brb I .Jvods netstogiot Svan 1 dadd enon Me 
aan 
gady ad yao +i bos .tnombenqo@d boned offs To ae 2 cromteW AG 


: 
ois nit pnidtia saw wveolw \roysM ysugqed to 0am sanded) 7 


4 
via 












.t'nso Ylqmia 1 .v9dtem abdd #6 sels gaidsyag to nent 
ue - 
sds fos Jasup od esw ji svidaettial eacsw fleet mes wot  g§ ae 


1a 
" 


Tolkt ens Yo ‘etatbioalth -* 
6” nosso: on a 
tonnes I .sonnso al haan J 


s 
. en 7 


a . 7 c vt } 


’ 7s. 1 , 
ad iu s yt a Lie 
7. te = tr r rr 
AWO Tad LM an 
A 


~ I tud etudixtnes oF stom wikd¢gemos bad .omids oft +6 rks 
; 
| 
| 


sonaso vignia I seed yr gniob ms sii 


nde sob Mage sien : pees 


arhyrraes : 

i 
hie ewer Raed 
pe. d 

7 


—— 





.cavig oved FT aadt wottem aldd Yo. 
RAITROWM | 


b 
i= 


A 
el 























co FF O PP HO 


> WO FP CO 


1-B-11 
G> (Gee Hamailtone= Gill Ex. 


4455 













But it was about the Leger file? 
I remember that, yes, I think I said it. 

We have that straight? 

Yes. 

Good. And was it about a request for somebody to see the 

va bl We 

If I say. "Yes" now sir, I will be saying "Yes" to something 
that when I was asked about this first two or three days 

ago I was not prepared to say "Yes" to. I have tried, it has 
been in my mind, I have gone over it. I think so at present, 
but, of that I am sure. 

Do you remember who initiated this request? 

No. w ‘don't. 

I see. Was Mayor Hawrelak in the City or away? 

Well, at that time in my recollection, this would be in my 
recollection during Mayor Hawrelak's term of office, and I 
can't accurately say from my own direct recollection whether 
he was Mayor, in the chair at that time or whether he was 


away and the Mayor's chair was filled by a Deputy. 
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1-M-1 
G. C. Hamilton - Gill ‘Ex. 
Application to call I. Dent. 























Q Were you having discussions with Mr. Hooke about Ideal 
Homes at this time? 

A I would say that this was a continuing matter during that 
period. 


So the answer to that would be yes? 


A Yes, yes. 
Q Thank you. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Maynard? 
MR. MAYNARD: No questions, 
THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Clement? 
MR. CLEMENT: No questions, sir. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you very much for returning. 
A Thank you, sir. 
(Witness retires. ) 
MR. WRIGHT: My Lord, with respect to that, may 


we have the deputy Mayor who can give evidence about the 
matter,go into the stand? The deputy Mayor at the time was 


Dr. Ivor Dent. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Maynard? 

MR. WRIGHT: I would apply --- . 

THE COMMISSIONER: I would like to hear Mr, Clement'*s - 
Mr. Clement, I would like to --- the request that was made, 


I would like to have your comments, please. 

MR. CLEMENT: Well, I'm sorry, I was just speaking 
to Mr. Hamilton when that was made, sir, 

THE COMMISSIONER: Would you read the --- ? 


THE REPORTER: (Reading) 
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1-M-2 
Application to call I. Dent. 


THE REPORTER: (Cont. ) 

























"MR. WRIGHT: My Lord, with respect to that, may we 
have the deputy Mayor who can give evidence about the 
matter, go into the stand? The deputy Mayor at the 

r, time was Dr. Ivor Dent." 

MR. CLEMENT: Well, Mr. Commissioner, anything I 
might have to say as to calling Mr. Dent I have already 
said in connection with recalling Mr, Hamilton. I don't 
think that in the true sense of the word this has any 
direct bearing on the subject of the inquiry. I think it 
is some peripheral matter with which this inquiry is not 
concerned at all, and it is for that reason I have stated 
the position that I took in respect of Mr, Hamilton, and I 
have nothing further to say in respect of calling Mr. Dent. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr, Maynard? 

MR. MAYNARD: I support Mr. Clement's position, 
Mr. Commissioner, and that's why I didn't bother questioning 
Commissioner Hamilton on this matter because it is -~ it 
is not relevant to the inquiry. Whether Mr. Hooke did 
in fact ask for a file concerning Mr. Leger in 1965, I can 
see absolutely no relevancy to this inquiry at all. 
However, if I appear to be opposing the calling of any 


witness then it perhaps can be said I'm trying to hide 


something --- we have nothing to hide, 
THE COMMISSIONER: Any other counsel anything to Say? 
MR. GILL: I think it will be obvious what I 


am going to say, Mr. Commissioner, in that your terms are 
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1-M-3 
Application to call I, Dent. 


MR. GILL: (Cont.) to enquire whether or not Alfred Hooke used his 
-- or attempted to use his office for personal gain for 
himself, his friends or his business associates, in 
conflict with his public duty. This is not a trial: this 
is an enquiry. It might be called a probe. We have, we 
believe, evidence that Mr. Hooke called for Mr, Leger's 
file --- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, your evidence obviously, Mr. 
Gill, is very, very vague, because you suggested calling 
Mr. Menzies, and he didn't prove to be the witness, and then 
you suggested calling Mr. Hamilton, and he didn't prove to 
be the witness, so I would come to the conclusion that your 
information is very, very unreliable. 

MR. GILL: With respect, sir, no, and, quite 


simply if Mr. Hamilton was called and didn't measure up 





to what we had heard, now we say, we have a statement here 
from Mr. Dent, and I submit that if Hamilton -- , 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, Mr. Gill, if you have some 





categorical statement you think that will substantiate 
apparently what you are trying to establish, you can discuss 
it with Mr. Clement and then I will hear further discussion 
ontit. 

MR, GILL? I will never warrant what a witness 
will say on anything, sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I will leave it on that basis, 
that if you discuss it with Mr. Clement and there appears 


to be any relevance, then I will give a ruling on the matter 
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1-M-4 


Application to call I. Dent. 

A, J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 

THE COMMISSIONER: (Cont.) but I'm not going to give a ruling on 
the basis of the information I have before me now, We will 
carry on with the examination of Mr. Hooke. 

MR. CLEMENT: I will consider this, sir. This 
brings to mind, sir, a matter you will recall which was 
left to Mr. Wright and myself, to see whether a witness 
by the name of McDonagh might be able to furnish any 
assistance to this inquiry, and I think Mr. Wright will 


concur that he will not be of assistance and it is not 


necessary to call him. 






THE COMMISSIONER: Is that so, Mr. Wright? 

MR. WRIGHT: Yes; I spoke to Mr. McDonagh 
myself, 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, Mr. Hooke? 


ALFRED JOHN HOOKE, recalled, on his former oath, examined by Mr.Gill: 
THE COMMISSIONER: Are you through with your 


examination-in-chief, Mr. Clement? 


MR. CLEMENT: Yes, I was, sir, thank you. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Mr, Gill? 
Q MR. GILL: Thank you. Mr. Hooke, you have 


read through the transcript day by day of the inquiry to 
date? 

Pretty much, 

In fact, you have read them very carefully, haven't you, sir? 


There was a lot of repetition I scanned through. 


co FF O YF 


And yesterday you told us concerning Mr. Coombs in 


considerable detail? 
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1-M-5 
Aly J «Hooke. —..Gill: Ex. 


A Yes, 















Q That, I take it, must have been etched very carefully on 
your memory? 

A That incident was, yes sir. 

Q And about this cheque for thirty-one thousand and some ~~~ 
was that written under similar circumstances or around the 
Same time? 

A Around the same time, but certainly not under similar 
circumstances, 

Q I see; not because of the change in Section 12 of the 
Legislative Assembly Act? 

A Not at all. 

Q What would you say was the content of that change concerning 
Treasury Branches and MLA‘*s? 

A Well, as an MLA it indicated that MLA's could no longer 
borrow money from the Treasury Branch. 

Q You would have lost your seat if the Treasury Branch hadn't 
been paid back; correct? 

A Not in that connection, 

0 I see. Well, you were on a personal guarantee to the 
Treasury Branch for Ideal Homes? 

A Well, it was the company that owned -- that owed the money 
to the Treasury Branch, and they had been on with a 
personal guarantee. 

Q Well, did you or did you not have a personal guarantee with 
the Treasury Branch? 

A I can't recall it at the moment, 
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1-M-6 
mooie Hooke — G11 Ex, 


Q I see. Do you doubt that you did? 
I can't say at this time, Mr. Gill. 

Q Might I see the cheque for thirty-one thousand? Exhibit 
233 is the cheque that you wrote to Mr. Coombs on June 9th, 
1955, for $278.00. Is that correct, sir? 

A That's right. 

Q And will you look at the date of the Exhibit 443? 

A It's the day before. 

Q It's the day before. Do you remember that it was the day 
before? 

A Pardon? 

Q Did you remember that it was the day before? 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think you should indicate when 
did he remember. 

A Yes, 

THE COMMISSIONER: Are you talking about now, or --? 

Q MR. GILL: Now, 

A I think I have always known that. 

Q Yes. 

A I have been well aware of those two cheques, 

Q You remembered the 278 one with almost total recall 
yesterday, in your evidence. 

A Yes. 

Q I see, and would the fact that there was going to be a 
provincial election later in June of 1955 have anything to 
do with your issuing the cheque for the $31,000.00? 

A None whatever. 





4461 





SUPREME COURT REPORTERS 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 





A192 onul no admeod .1M oft etorw: woy Sands eupero: noe ait 

























ay ; _ 
£140 .aM eats 5 idaneaal ae 


eo ey w se 
tid esixy Thasavedt+ eno-ysrkis 10% eupedo ont FAQ 


fixie .Josti0o tadt eI .00,.8%St ili pias 
_odgta a'detT 
TEbh Sididxd ott Yo etsb ads 38 si wow fLiw baa g 
: saat veb digas 
ysb oft saw +t Jsdd redmemse1 voy of . st0ted yeh’ edd e191 7 
Te1t0ted an 
a Hobie? 
Tesetsd ysb edd saw Ji Jed? r9dmemet HOU fiers 


a 
new sisotbrs Bbinode voy taaids { _ roe saanoree 2M ake ) a 
- 


‘Aedmemet at DED 
eeyY 


. a 
{-- to ,won Juods paisiiss voy exA - + AIMOLESIMMOD : 


a 


wot is —?to , a ; 
.Jedt ovend eyewls evad > T amit a 










, 
» 
me 


tore ud jesY 


Fil, 
andiiadide ows seeds to etswe Iisw need oved I 7 


{isso Lajos taomis ddiw eno: BTS end nereinteNn att: 
sonebive iwoy. ak ,Yebred ox 
wean bis 

s od oF poltop eaw stens gedd gost ot binowbn . 


oy paircdtvyeas syed ¢¢@i To anwl at sodet ania 
sas 
700.006 L&% ete 20? oun eda: ots 3 


of siont 
>, 






2 di 





4462 

1-M-7 

A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 

Q Nothing to do with the fact that you were dealing with the 
Treasury Branch and wanted to get that cleared up? 

A NO}eMrs Gill: | 

Q I see; just the fact that Ideal Homes might be going to 
go into bankruptcy. Is that your evidence? 

A I said that was part of it. 
What was the other part? 
The fact that there was every indication at the moment, and 
there had been for approximately a year, that an 
amalgamation could be effected amongst three different 
companies, all engaged in this sort of -~- in some facet of 


the construction industry. 


Q What were those three companies? 

A One was Acme Pipe & Supply. 

Q Yes? 

A And one was Brescole Industries Ltd., I believe, 

Q And the third one? 

A Ideal Homes. 

Q Now, in June of 1955 Ideal Homes was dormant, was it not? 

A It was fast getting that way, sir. 

Q And were you actually still a shareholder at that time? 

A No, I wasntt, Mr. Gill. 

Q But you took a very careful interest in the company? 

A In that the company owed me money, one reason; another was 
the fact that I certainly wanted to see it succeed. 

Q And where were the offices of the company in June of 1955? 





13234-127th Street, I believe. 
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1-M-8 
A o a) o Hooke — Gill | ys ae 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


This is the moose pasture address, is it? 
Pardon -- yes, 
This is the moose pasture address? 
Right. So called, 
And there is a minute that came out of your B, C. Tanner 
auditing firm through Mr. Shikaze, June 8th, 1955, at that 
address, 13234-127th Street, at eight-thirty p.m. Yourself, 
your brother Chris, J. H. Campbell and H. L. Spady. It 
says: 
"All shareholders being present notice of the meeting 
was waived. Mr, Hooke acted as chairman and H. L. 


Spady acted as secretary." 





Was there in fact a meeting on June 8th, 1955, at eight- 
thirty p.m. on the company premises? 
A I can't recall that for sure. 


I see, 





> 


There must have been if there is a minute to that effect, 
I would think, sir. 
Would you have acted as chairman? 


It is possible. 





Even though you weren't actually a shareholder? 
It's possible, 
You were running the affairs of the company, were you not? 


No, I was not. 


a eS te ee Ope 


You were the most senior member of the company? They 
looked to you for advice and direction? 


A I think they looked to me for assistance, yes. 
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I see, 



















And advice. 
And you acted unofficially as president of the company? 
No, I can’t say that. 

But you don't doubt that this notation --- "Mr, A, J. Hooke 
acted as chairman"? 

That could well be. 

And Mr, Spady acted as secretary? 

That could be. The meeting would be an informal sort of 
thing. 

And it goes on: 

"Mr. Hooke reported to the shareholders that he had 
personally paid the Treasury Branch the sum of 
$31,910.06 which covered the indebtedness of Ideal 
Homes & Building Supplies Ltd. to the Treasury Branch, 
For this consideration it was suggested that the 
following properties be transferred to A. J. Hooke: 

a duplex, 7325-113th Street, equity of Ideal Homes 
$16,900.00; a repossessed house on 56th Street, 
address 12051, value $8,750.00; another agreement for 
Sale of premises at 11948-52nd Street, value $5,403.00 
-- making a total of $31,053.00, which left a credit 
of $857.06 on the books," 

Your evidence is, sir, that not one of those properties 

was ever transferred into your name? 

That's right, Mr. Gill. 


Or into the name of Mrs. Hooke? 
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1-M-10 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 
That's right. 
Or into the name of any other person holding for you? 
That's correct. 


What did happen to those three properties? 


Ae ee at = 


Well, as I understand it, they continued to be paid out 

to assist in any debts that Ideal Homes had, but I had 

nothing whatever to do with them, sir, 

Q Your evidence is that this $31,053.00 represented by those 
three properties was eventually paid to the company, was it? 

A Well, it was about this time that, acting on legal advice, 
some properties of the company were transferred into the 
name of Mr, Campbell, to be held in trust, following which 
I know absolutely nothing about them, 

Q Do you know why that would be? Why would Campbell hold in 

trust? 

No, I don’t know. 

Total recall of Mr. Coombs, but you don’t recall this, 


Well, there is a vast difference, 


eo) > wo > 


Is there? And it says: 





"Discussion followed in which Mr. Brescole took part 
concerning the merger of companies," 
Did that actually happen on June 8th, 1955? 

A If the minute says so, Mr. Gill, I must go along with it. 
I do know that there were discussions at various times 
concerning a probable merger of these companies, 

Q It goes on: 


"Mr, Campbell reported that he had contacted Mr. 
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A; J.» Hooke —- Gill Ex. 
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iCont...) Smeltzer and found him to be very much in favor 
of joining the amalgamation," 

Is that correct? Campbell got hold of Mr. Smeltzer and he 

wanted to get in on this amalgamation? 

Again I must say if it's there it must be correct, but I 

do not recall it, sir. 

In fairness I must point out, Mr. Hooke, this isn'*t Signed, 

This was in your accountants ---- and it reads in somebody's 

handwriting: 

"Copy for B.C.T. & Co." 

Do you recognize whose handwriting that is? 
I wouldn't have any idea. 

Not yours? 

It isn't mine. 

Then it goes on: 

"Discussion arose re allotment of shares in new 
company. Mr. A. J. Hooke suggested that shares be 
allotted in proportion to each shareholder's equity 
in the assets, namely, as follows: C. E. Hooke and 
J. H. Campbell 7,500 shares, A. J. Hooke 16,000, H. L. 
Spady 9,000 shares, Brescole and Frank Smeltzer 
10,000 shares each for their assets," 

What assets would Brescole be bringing in? 

At this late date I can't say. I do know that his product wa: 
being sold -- , 

That was the Acme Pipe? 


-- successfully. 
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1-M-12 
A», OW Hooke .= 'Gi11 Bx. 


That was the Acme Pipe? 



















A No, that was Brescole Industries Ltd., which manufactured 
dry mix. 

Q And Frank Smeltzer, what did he have to bring in? 

A I don't know, sir. 

Q You do not know or you do not recall, sir? 

A Well, I would say both could be right. I certainly don't 
recall at this stage. 

Q And would you have known on the 8th of June, 1955? 

A Well, if in fact it was discussed I would, but I cannot 
recall the discussion, 

Q Why would you get 16,000 shares in this proposed new 
company? 

A I made it perfectly plain that I wanted no part of any 
company. All I was concerned about was seeing that the 
amalgamation got on its feet, and, as far as I was 
concerned, pay me back what I had put up. That's all I 
was concerned about. 

Q Well, the 16,000 shares that you were to get, according to 
this Exhibit 444, that would represent your equity in 
Ideal Homes? 

A I can't recall now. 

Q And that note is dated the same day as your cheque for 
$31,910.00, June 8th, 1955? 

A That would be right -- the dates correspond, 

And that was just the day before you met with Mr. Coombs? 

A It must have been. 
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1-M-13 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 
Q When was the election in 1955, do you recall? 
I don't recall the date, sir, no; I would have to look it 
up. 
Q Very well. Now, getting back to Capilano and the English 
lands that you acquired, how would you happen to have 
500 pounds still on deposit in Britain? Did you leave it 
there for a purpose, or in the hope that you would be back? 
A Yes, expecting that I would be back, and the value, I think, 
of the pound was dropping. I hoped that I would be back 
at some future time, and fully expected that I would. 
Q You were there in December of 1947 and early 1948; is that 
correct? 
I believe I arrived in London on New Year's Day. 


1948? 





Right. 


With Mr. McMullen? 


> OO FP OO PY 


Right. 

Who was appointed Agent-General for Alberta? 

Correct. 

And who comes from originally your riding, I believe? 
Yes, he does, 

And you have known him for many years? 

Since 1940, I think. 

He being a police constable in your riding? 

Yes, he was, R.C.M.P, 


And you had known him in that connection? 


tet Pm tO] Pe 8 ee IO pe KS 


Right. 
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1-M-14 
AA J 1.3 Hookea— Gilli Ex. 






Q And so on your recommendation he became Agent-General? 
A He was in the Civil Service. 
THE COMMISSIONER: I don't, Mr. Gill, see any 


particular relevance in that. 


A He -- 
MR. GILL: Well ---. 
A -- was in the Civil Service prior to that time, sir. 
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Hooke - Gill Ex. 

















The Alberta Civil Service, in what capacity? 
Public relations officer. 

And when had you previously been to Britain before December 
"47 or January '48? 

When I left there as a youngster, sir, on the 20th of Septemb 
1913. 

1913. Well, there is quite a gap between your two visits at 
that time? 

Between having left and my first visit, yes. 

And when were you back again after 1948? 

I think my next visit was 1954. 

Six years later? 

Yes. 

So you were going to leave money just on the off chance you 
might need it in Britain? 

There was another reason as well. 

What was that? 

Between two personal friends, Mr. McMullen and myself, 
neither one of us had much money, he certainly didn’t as a 
Civil Servant. I suggested that where necessary if he need 
it to furnish his home I certainly would be happy to let 

him have it. 

And he didntt need it? 

That's right. 

And you had borrowed the money to take over there? 


Yes I did Mr. Gill. 
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2-P-2 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 















Q And so you just left it there? 

A That is right. 

Q It wasn't at interest? 

A No. 

Q And you bought this property without even looking at it, is 
that your evidence? 

A Yes. 

Q And then it took some time to get the title in your name? 

A Thateis right. 

Q Major Lockhart was the secretary of the Parliamentary 
Association? 

A That sisenight< 

Q And he wrote to you when you came back, is that it, telling 
you he had an offer of this land of $1,000.00? 

A Some time after that time. 

Q Have you got that letter? Did you keep that letter? 

A I don't think I have that particular one. I have... it 
didn't mean a great deal and like so many records of that 
age, one is apt to lose parts of them but I do have some 
letters. 

Q And did you just transfer your English account to them in 
exchange for this money or did you get some money back or did 
you pay a little extra? 

A No, it was just transferred to him. 


And do you recall how many pounds it was exactly? 
To the best of my knowledge it was five hundred but if there 
was a slight variation, that could be, without my recalling it 
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2-P-3 
B&B, cd. Hooke — Gill Ex. 







A (cont. ) at this late date, sir. 

Q What bank was it with? 

A The Royal. 

Q Do you remember the address? 

A No I don't. 

Q The Royal Bank of Canada? 

A In London. 

Q In London. Was it the Coxford Street bank near Canada 
House? 

A It could be, I don't know. 

Q You dontt recall? 

A No, I dontt recall. 

Q You dontt have the bank book? 

A No. 

Q Or their statements? 

A No. 

Q When did you finally transfer the money to the English 
estate? 

A I think it must have been about 1952, perhaps. 

Q The evidence Mr. Hooke is that you finally got title, Il 
believe, if my memory is correct, approximately April 24th, 
1953? 

A T think that.is -correct, sir. 

Q And you would leave the account sitting in London then from 
1948 to 1953? 

MR. MAYNARD: 1952. 

Q MR. GILL: 1952? 
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2-P-4 
A. J. Hooke = Gill Ex. 
Well I did, that is correct. 
I see, and without interest? 


Surely. 


















tO = OO > 


And it is within a month or so after you got title that you 

were dealing with Mr. Maber? 

A It would be more correct to say that Mr. Maber was dealing 
with me. 
I see, he telephoned you, did he? 

A Yes sir. 

Q Would you show the witness Exhibits 92, 93 and 94 please. 
Now, Exhibit 92 is your transaction with Mr. Maber 

was it not; the two:lots, 29 and 30, for a total price of 


$1,000.00, all cash on or before August 15th, 1953? 


A Yes. 

Q And that resulted in a transfer, Exhibit 66, July 3rd, 1953? 

A I think that is the one I saw yesterday. 

Q It is sir. And then Exhibit 93 was your transaction with 
Mr. Sladden, Lots 9 and 10 for a total price of $1,000.00, 
all cash on or before August 15th, 1953 and that transfer 
was Exhibit 55, July 3rd, 1953 that you looked at yesterday? 

A Yes. 

Q Why do you call Exhibit 94 an option, sir? You are taking 
a considerable time Mr. Hooke? 

A Yes I am Mr. Gill. I am endeavouring to recall some of the 


conversation that took place at this time. This says the 
purchaser agrees to increase the deposit to $3,000.00 by the 


first day of June, 1953. This was never done. 
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Hooke - Gill Ex. 






















Did you get the $350.00 that it mentions as part purchase 
price? 

Of Block 5? 

Of Block 5, that is Lots 1 to 30 of Block 5, the document you 
are looking at, Exhibit 94? 

I can't recall that I ever received anything in connection 
with Block 5. 

That is your signature down on the lower right hand corner 
or, a reproduction of it? 

Yes,’ it.4is. 

And this appears to be Mr. Sladden'ts signature opposite the 
word purchaser? 

It certainly looks like it. 

And the words at the bottom tI agree to sell the above lands 
at the price and on the terms hereinbefore set out. This 
document to constitute an agreement for sale.'* You didn't 
label it when you were signing it as an option, sir? 

No but I know it was regarded that way between both parties. 
Well as I understand your evidence it is when the City 
decided they were going to make it into a park that you then 
went back to Mr. Maber and said you couldn't proceed with the 
transaction? 

I phoned to him sir. 

Lt seer 

And told him that. 

Now, Mr. Sladden's evidence was somewhat different sir, you 


have read it probably? 
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Yes I did, sir. 
You recall at page 3534 he says: 
"Eventually the Municipal District of Strathcona 
that they would not issue permits, they had had 
letter from the City of Edmonton and Terry ..." 

That would be Maber, I take it? 


Yes. 





said 


a 


",,.. went out to see about getting our deposit back 


and at this time Mr. Hooke offered us these four 
lots rather than give us a deposit." 


Now, is that true? 


They certainly insisted they wanted the four lots regardless 


of the fact that Block 5, the latest information conc 
it, indicated that it was still undermined. 
But 
So 
Go ahead, sir? 
Do you mind repeating the last part of your question 
Before you said is it true, you made a statement. 
Mr. Reporter? 
Reading from your ~- 
I am looking at page 3534 Mr. Hooke, I know it helps 
au-it, up. nere: 
"Eventually the Municipal District of Strathcona 
that they would not issue permits, they had had 


letter from the City of Edmonton and Terry went 


to see about getting our deposit back and at this time 
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2-P-7 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 


Q (Cont. ) 




























" Mr. Hooke offered us these four lots rather than 
give us a deposit." 
My question is, is that true? 

A I cantt recall the actual happening as he outlined it but I 
can recall that though they had an adverse opinion from 
Strathcona they nevertheless wanted to buy the four lots. 
The difference I think is that he is sayim I offered them 
and I am saying they requested them. 

Q Thank you, and did Mr. Maber go out to see you about getting 
X.L. Holdings deposit back? 

A I don't recall thathappening Mr. Gill. 

Q And do you recall anything about the M.D. of Strathcona 
not issuing building permits for these lots? 

A I checked that out for myself and received the same 
information as they had received that they could not issue 
building permits there until the undermining, until the 


caving was complete. 


Q But that land by now was in the City of Edmonton, wasn't it? 
A The first time that I had knowledge of the fact that it could 
not be built on it was at that time in Strathcona. I believe 


it came into Edmonton in 1954 Mr. Gill if I remember 
correctly. 
Q At page 3535 in an answer, Mr. Sladden says: 
"So at this point, I mentioned to Mr. Maber that we had 
better see about getting our deposit back and he 


apparently had a chat with Mr. Hooke and Terry cane 
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(Cont. ) 

















"back and said that Mr. Hooke would prefer to sell 
us four view lots that he had in the same area that 
would be more of a holding proposition and we discussed 
it and decided that they would be worthwhile so we went 
out, I presume it was about August 15th, in the evening 
and that is the first and only time I have ever met 
Mr. Hooke." 

Now, is his evidence there correct? 

I would say tha there was never any question of the deposit 
being paid back because as I recall it they really did want 
the four view lots. 

You knew they were view lots? 

Only from what I had heard, I hadntt seen them. 

I see. Why wouldyou describe them as view lots if you hadn'ft 
seen them? 

Simply because they did sir. 

And you dontt think they had actually given you a deposit? 
Well I couldn't swear to that. 

You have no records one way or the other? 

No I haven't Mr. Gill. 

And did Mr. Sladden actually come out and see you? 

I can't say that he didntt so, in all probability he did. 

I can remember that on one occasion I saw both of these men 
at the same time. 

Wouldn'tt that be in July of 1953 when you signed these two 


transfers? 
SUPREME COURT REPORTERS 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 


he rete cinerea 


TTT espe 


ltl gion: gti a 


calleedieediemetineenieninine aie a 


ve ) 
j “2 


es 
















iI4s o¢ xbIe1q biuew elooH .aM sens co ee eT 


a 
25813 sew omea oft of bed ort geds sone? 7 yea = 
hoeausaib ew bas noitieoqorq gpatbfod s Yo stom otis 
inow sw o@ Siirdwittow od biyow yors sadt bebtoob ‘Bis JEP S.) — 
Biissvs sty of .dsel sangué suods asw Jt omuaetq es dno map, 
jom yove oeved I emis yYino bas sast? SsdF ak gad baie ae 
iu "oxld0H |. aM vir 
Stoeties sted. comebivel'eivet wow | 
steogen od To noisaoup yas teven Bsw stots BAF yoo binow I iT A 
teéw bib yilse1 yeds 2: Ifsoe1 I as eausved ‘tos ‘bisg gatod Z 
.avol Wwetv qwotleds 
Cadel Wolv éiew Yeh’ woul WOT 4 | 
.mott noes Jtnbed © , Breed ‘bsdt' tart mort <0 
t'abed woy Tr sto woiv es mods sdiaoesb voybluow ydw +se08 I 
 Taedt nee 
otha bib yods ‘Savsoed: ‘ars 
‘tiezoqeb & voy aevig yilsutos bed yess datdd F106 sth tae 


ited oF +85we. ro ae i. 












Ne) 


ed oe 


Tsaedso ods te Yew ono abiese% on sved Hot ¢ Qo 
£188 aM" Stnevadt ot on 
cuoy son bre duo smoo ¥LLsidse® wobbeilg 14M) tb & 


~~} 
Ley | 


-beb ot yviitdedetq Ils at .oa t'abib od jad ys 


f ies au 
, or > «5 ‘ _—_ ~~ 

fom seeds Yo djod wae I motusaoe eno no sand a4 

Lt. 


+ tly ine 
ows Seotd boabie soy terw beer pilicgn: 


cect om = an i — 


2 






o 
“ ey = 


2-P-9 
A. Js Hooke - Gill Ex. 


= OO FP RD Ro Se CO UL 


4478 





My memory isntt all that good, I wouldn't be sure. 

I think you told us ... might I see Exhibits 65 and 66 please? 
..- That you thought these transfers had been done in the 
office of your solicitor, the transfer of the two lots to 
Maber and the two lots to Sladden, Exhibits 66 and 65 
respectively. Does your signature I believe here, isntt that 
right sir? 

Yes. 

And witnessed by? 

Mary Shaw. 

Mary Shaw or Maué@ Shaw? 

Mau@ Shaw. 

And the same witness to the other transfer? 

Yes. 

Both dated July 3rd, 1953. Who is Maude Shaw? 

I think she must be the secretary of Mr. George Bryan, I am 
not sure. 

You will notice at the back of the transfer normally law 
offices put their names on their documents, you are aware of 
that probably, are you? 

No, I can't say that I am too familiar with what lawyers do 
in that connection. 

At the back of both Exhibits there is no name of any law firm, 
is, that, correct ? 

I, cantt see it. 


And the transfers are drawn, Exhibit 66 is handwritten, much 





of it, isntt it, the name Terrence F. Maber is in writing? 
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2-P-10 
AY ds “Hooke — Gl. "Ex. 


A Yes. 


















to 


I am wondering, didn't they come out to your farm at that 


time? 


A There again sir I certainly can't recall that they did. 
Q Might they have done? 
A They might have done, I wouldntt say they didn't. 
Q When Mr. Sladden at page 3536 says 
"Mr. Hooke seemed genuinely disappointed that he had 
not been able to go ahead on the other deal that we 
had made." 
.-- Would he be correct? 
A No, I wouldntt say so. 
Q "It appeared to me at the time that he could use the 


money and that we then .. he showed us around his farm 
and we were out there I guess, about three quarters of 
an hour which was in the evening." 
You have no recollection of that meeting? 
A NO. cant Mr.) Gili. 
Q I see, and at page 3537, Mr. Sladden goes on, his answer: 
"T think that night we gave him the balance of the money 
and received the transfers." 


He is speaking of Exhibits 65 and 66. Do you recall any of 


that? 

A No, I am sorry I don't. 

Q But you are not saying that Mr. Sladden is incorrect in his 
recollection? 

A Well, I would certainly not say he is deliberately incorrect. 
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2-P-11 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 
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But you did get the $2,000.00 represented by those two 
transfers? 
Yes I did, that I do remember. 
And you are not certain what happened to the $350.00 deposit 
on Block 5? 
It undoubtedly was applied on the $2,000.00. 
Then you did get it? 
Pardon? 
You did get the $350.00? 
Well, if they say that wasit, I am going to accept that. 
I see. Well, at page 3546, Mr. Sladden says: 

"Well, just from the conversation that night. He said--" 
Referring to you 

"He mentioned that he was glad we were taking these other 

lots rather than getting a refund of our money." 

Might you have said that? 
I might have said that and I can think of why it might have 
been so. 
Why was that so? 
I was going for a two week trip down to Portland, Oregon so, 
I may have said that. 
So you don't quarrel with his evidence then? 
Not on that score. 
But you part company with him when you say you had to get out 
of Exhibit 94, the deal on Block 5, because the City of 
Edmonton had informed you they were going to make a park of 


this land and Mr. Sladden's evidence is that they couldn't 
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2-P~12 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 


tO 


(Gont,: } get permits from the M.D. of Strathcona? 


> 


Yes, I part company with him there. 


to 


He says at page 3547: 

"As far as I am concerned the reason I gave it up was 
because -- I have forgotten now whether I phoned or 
was told that the Municipal District had received a 
letter from the City of Edmonton asking them not to 
issue permits in this area." 

He is wrong there, is he? 

A He does not necessarily be wrong as I recall the meeting 
with Mr. Maber in that they were disappointed when they 
realized that they were going to have to wait some length 
of time and it was an indefinite length of time before it 
was possible for them to build but they did want to continue 
having an option on the block. 

Q And you couldn't let them continue with that option? 

A Well, we simply recognized that they had the first offer of 

refusal. 


Q Now, in Exhibit 91, would you show that to the witness please 





That is your statement I believe that was tabled in the House 
concerning this deal and at page 4 you say: 
"T spoke to Commissioner Menzies and at the same time I 
pointed out to Mr. Menzies and the Mayor that so far as 
I was concerned I had no interest whatever in disposing 
of the land!" 
and, if I may summarize basically you got in touch with Mr. 
Pat French and Federal Equipment due to the efforts of the 
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A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 


a Fr Oo 
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(Cont. ) City of Edmonton? 





I did not get in touch with Mr. French Mr. Gill, he got in 
touch with me. 
And the agency that produced Mr. French was the City of 
Edmonton? 
Right. 
And it was Mr. Menzies who spoke to you about this? 
That’ is correct: 
You have dealt with Mr. Menzies off and on for a number of 
years? 
Yes I did. 
At page 3377 I asked him: | 
" And in effect did not the City of Edmonton in return | 
for Mr. Hookets Block 5 find him land and a een een 
and a profit of $16,000.00? 
A No, I don't think we were a party to that." 
Who is speaking there please? 
Commissioner Menzies, book 32, November 7th. He continues 
on the same page 
a But in the meantime Federal Equipment had been found 
by the City of Edmonton? 
A No, I cantt agree with that." 
Mr. Menzies is wrong then is he not according to your 
testimony? 
I hate to say any man is wrong, sir. 
Well, this is a fairly important matter? 


That is true, and my recollection is entirely different, I 
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2-P-14 
A.J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 


A (Cont. ) would prefer to put it that way. 

Q But sir, you are under oath? 

A T) realize that. 

Q And giving sworn testimony? 

MR. CLEMENT: Mr. Commissioner, I must interject 
on this. It is my recollection that a subsequent witness 
from the City of Edmonton did give testimony that Mr. French 
was put in touch with Mr. Hooke by the City agency. 

Q MR. GLUL: Quite so but, you disagree with Mr. 
Menziest recollection? 

A Oh yes. 

Q And he was asked: 

af Who put Mr. Hooke and Federal Equipment together to 
make a deal?" 
His answer is 
I don*tt know, I have no idea." 
Your answer would be ‘Commissioner Dudley Menzies'? 

A Yes it was he, sir. 

Q Would you show the witness Exhibit 363? You will see that 
that is a document that might be called a building 
commitment would that be a fair description of it, sir? 

A Yes, I would say so. 

Q And your attorney Mr. George Bryan signed it under Power of 
Attorney on page 4? 

A Yes he did. 

And it is dated the 27th of May, 1954, at the front Mr. Hooke} 

A Yes. 
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Au wJ« Hooke — Gill Ex, 
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And it is between the City of Edmonton and yourself, 
correct? 

That is right. 
And the first page, halfway down, the purchaser, which is 
yourself, covenants that you will commence erection of a 
warehouse building with office that will cost approximately 
$80,000.00. You had no intention at all of building a 


warehouse? 
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A. J. Hooke — Gill Ex. 
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I did not, sir, and that was the understanding with the City 
also. 
Will you look at page 2 and paragraph 4, it reads: 
"That the purchaser ..." 
yourself, 

",... covenants not to assign his right title or interest 
or equity in or to the said lands as herein described 
at any time while this agreement remains in force and 
effect without the express written approval of the City 
Commissioners, which may be withheld ..." 

etc. Did you not assign that land to Federal Equipment? 

It must have been done but there is a story attached to this 
which possibly cannot come out so well in questions and 
answers. 

Perhaps you would just like to tell it? 

When the City contacted me concerning this land, after some 
telephone calls which I stated yesterday, it was agreed that 
they wanted Block 5 for park land, that they in turn would 
exchange an area of land in the Bronx, which was industrial 
land. 

Which was this land? 

That is right, sir. 

Mentioned in Exhibit 363? 
Correct. 

Continue? 

For a difference of $12,000.00. 


And you didn't have $12,000.00? 
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2-B-2 
A; J. Hooke «© Gill Ex, 



























A I didn't have twelve thousand cents at the time I think I 
said, which is more nearly correct also. 

Q That is $120.00? 

A At any rate, the understanding was that they themselves, in 
order to bring about a condition in which I could receive 
for Block 5 approximately the same amount of money as I could 
have received from Mr. Maber and Mr. Sladden had that been 
proceeded with, the City would make sure that an arrangement 
was made which would bring that about. 

Q In other words, they were going to do an exchange that 

produced a purchaser that would produce the money you wanted 

for your Capilano property? 

That is right. 

And you at that time were Minister of Economic Affairs? 


Yes sir. 


Ke Pe LS) 


And you would be dealing with the City of Edmonton from time 

to time in your capacity as that Minister? 

A Well, very very little actually except whenever I had know- 
ledge of the possibility of an industry coming into the 
area, we more or less had an arrangement between us that the 
Industrial Commissioner for the Province and the Industrial 
Commissioner for the City would keep in touch with each 
other. 

Q And the Industrial Commissioner for the Province reported to 
you, he was under your jurisdiction? 

A Sometimes directly, sometimes through the Deputy Minister, 

depending on the circumstances. 
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Hooke - Gill Ex. 


Yes, and with all the advent of new industry burgeoning at 
that time you were in very close touch with it, were you not? 
I certainly kept in close touch, Mr. Gill, with industrial 
promotion in this Province. 

Endeavouring to do what you could to encourage industrial 
development? 

That is right, being responsible for it. 

And at the same time you were then doing this exchange with 
the City of Edmonton? 


Entirely at their request, Mr. Gill. 


‘But you did sign through your attorney that you would not 


transfer or assign your right, title or interest in that 
building agreement of the land that Federal Equipment were 
buying? 

I had given to Mr. Bryan the story of the understanding as 

I had it with the City, in other words I knew nothing 
whatever concerning the mechanics. What I did know was that 
Federal Equipment would pay the City $12,000.00, the land 
would be transferred from the City to Federal Equipment. 
Well, did you in fact pay the City yourself $12,000.00? 

No, I did not, sir. 

No, so Exhibit 431 which shows cost, purchase price from 
Cranstoun Estate, $1,500.00, property taxes twenty-nine 
sixty-six, paid to City of Edmonton as part of the land trade 
transaction, $12,780.00; you did not write a cheque for that? 
No, this was all done between Mr. Bryan and I cannot recall 
now the name of the lawyer who acted for Federal Equipment. 
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A (Cont.) I was not in the country at the time. 

Q Well, I suggest - 

MR. CLEMENT: That was Mr. Bloor, sir, and he has 
no recollection at this time, 

Q MRS. GILL: When did you see Exhibit 363 for the 
first time? 

A I don’t know. 

Q Perhaps not until these proceedings? 

A You mean pertaining to the - 

Q The commitment, the building commitment and the signature 
by you through your attorney that you would not assign and 
that you would get express written approval of the City 
Commissioners to any transfer or assignment? 

A Yes, I did see it before this Hearing, that is true. 

Q Now, did you in fact obtain express written approval of the 
City Commissioners to the transfer to Federal Equipment? 

A Mr. Gill, let me say this, that so far as I was concerned 
the deal was this: the land which I owned was to be transf 
to the City, the land which the City owned was to be 
transferred to Federal Equipment, $12,000.00 was to be paid 
to the City, the remainder of approximately $16,000.00 was 
to be paid to me. Now, so far as the mechanics are concerned 
sir, I simply phoned to Mr. Bryan and told him these were the 
circumstances and gave him Power of Attorney and went to the 
Old Country. 

Q But you were back in time to sign the transfer, Exhibit 364, 





on the 22nd of October *54, from yourself of this Block E 
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2-B-5 
A. J. Hooke —- Gill Ex. 


Q (Cont.) which is the Bronx property, to Federal Equipment 
and Supply for a consideration shown on the face of the 
transfer of $29,000.00; that is a replica of your signature, 
sir? 

A Yes, I would say so. 

Q And similarly - 

A Mr. Gill, when my lawyer asked me to sign something I take 
it for granted that it is right and proper. [In that case 
certainly that is what I did, that is what I have done in 
every other case where I have had any transactions of that 
nature. As I say, the mechanics of the transaction I had 
nothing to do with. 

Q Do you of your own personal knowledge know of anyone else 
who has similarly made such an exchange with the City of 
Edmonton, including a ready-made purchaser? 

A I cannot say that I know that but I do know that the City of 
Edmonton is exchanging land with private owners very very 
frequently, perhaps not so much so now as then, but in those 
days it was very common. 

Q And the fact that you were Minister of Economic Affairs for 
the Province of Alberta had nothing to do with this, is that 
your evidence? 

A Yes, that is my evidence. As a matter of fact I was 
endeavouring to cooperate fully with the request of the City 
of Edmonton. 

Q And you felt you did? 


A Pardon? 
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2-B-6 

A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 

Q And you felt you did? 

A Yes, I certainly did. I lost money doing it. 

Q Well, you made sixteen thousand, sir? 

MR. MAYNARD: Oh, now, Mr. Gill? 

Q MR. /GILL: Well, by his own evidence I think that 
is what the transaction netted out to you, was it not, Mr. 
Hooke? 

A I am not thinking of that at the moment. 

Q Well, this is lost profits, is that what you are thinking, 
or lost opportunity? 

A Yes. I kept my word where perhaps it was not necessary to 
do so. 

Q Do you wish you hadn't? 

A No sir, I don't. Once I give my word I stay with it if I 
can. 

Q I would hope so. Mr. Manning is a personal friend of yours? 

A Well - 

Q You have been in this business now for many years? 

A That is right. We don’t fraternize, if that is what you 
mean. 

Q No, I am not asking that: do you regard him as a friend or 
not? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q And Mr. Arthur Arnold up to a few years ago, was he regarded 
by you as a friend? 

A Yes. We didn't visit back and forth either. 

Q Well, you don't have to do that to be friends with people, do 
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(Cont.) you? 


No, you don't, 














And did you know that Mr. Arnold when you were Minister of 
Public Works was doing work on the Premier's house? 

No veoedtd not. Mr, Gill. 

Did you know that other people were doing work from the 
Department? 

No, I was not aware of it. 

I see, and what about any of the supplies, do you know any- 
thing of that at all? 
Nothing whatever. 

When did you first meet Mr. Holloway? 

COMMISSIONER: Mr. Gill, does this have any relation- 
ship to the City of Edmonton? 

GILL: Ideal Homes. 

COMMISSIONER: I mean to Ideal Homes? I wasn’t 
aware that Mr. Holloway was connected with Ideal Homes and 
that is why I raised the question, 

GILL: That may be, sir, but I was just sort 
of ticking off friends. No, I think this is the one trans- 
action where Mr. Holloway - 

COMMISSIONER: I didn't appreciate that Mr. Holloway 
had anything to do with Ideal Homes and the City of Edmonton 
and if that is so I thought we might not embark on that unti 
we come to Sherwood Park. 

GILL: Quite right, the one transaction that 


I dontt think that Mr. Holloway has shown up. 
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2=-B-8 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 























MR. CLEMENT: Well, Mr. Gill ascertained that in 


connection with the Rocky Mountain lease too, Mr. Commissioner|, 


MR. GILL: And I will do it with other things 
too. 

MR. CLEMENT: I am sure you will. 

Q MR. GILL: Now then, Mr. Campbell was very useful 


to you, was he, sir, in Ideal Homes? 

A Well, I wouldn't say that he was useful to me, I can't say 
that he was useful to me, Mr. Gill. 

Q Well, he did a lot of the things that you might have had to 
have spent time on were it not for Mr. Campbell, is that 
correct? 

A Let me say that I had no intention of spending any time on 
this, I was fully occupied with my duties as a Minister. 

Q Those intentions didn't quite come off, did they; Ideal 
Homes consumed a lot of your time? 

A May I make a short explanation? 

Q Certainly. 

A As I stated, I am a high school teacher by profession; I kne 

by 1950 that, as a matter of fact I knew before, that the 

very people that vote you in very often vote you out; I knew 
by 1950 that certainly if I were defeated that it would not 
be easy to get back into the profession. 

When had you last taught? When had you last taught? 

June 1935. 


Once you were elected you never went back to teaching? 


= tO ES 2} 


No, I did not. 
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2-B-9 
At ds, Hooke — Giell *Ex. 


Q Continue? 




















A And I was certainly in a position where I was raising a 
family and I knew that so far as I was concerned that I 
ought to endeavour to prepare myself for any eventuality, 
and that is why I believed that a little company such as this 
might offer me that opportunity if the time came that I were 
defeated. 

It was a hedge against defeat? 

Yes, you could say that. 

May I have Exhibit 442? Well, the company was your idea? 
Well, between me and my brother-in-law. 


And what portfolio did you hold in June of 1950? 


fe RS) PSS OP 8S 


I believe I held two at the time, I think Provincial 

Secretary and Minister of Economic Affairs. 

Q And you still had time to devote to this little company, as 
you call it? 

A Practically none, sir. 

Q Well, was this why you needed Mr. Campbell, to assist you 


when you wouldn't have the time to give attention to this 





company? 

A Well, certainly it was not necessarily Mr. Campbell. 

Q But there was your brother and your brother-in-law and 
yourself? 

A That’s right. 
Spady? 


My brother-in-law and Mr. Campbell came in about the same 


time. 
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2-B-10 
A’. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 


Q I see, initially it was you and your brother? 

A Brother-in-law. 

Q I see, initially you and Mr. Spady? 

A Yes. 

Q His background was farming? 

A Mainly, he had been in the general store business. 

Q Was not Ideal Homes incorporated some time in June of 1950? 

A I think so. 

Q In looking at Exhibit 442 you will see there is an earned 
surplus for a net profit for the eight months ended December 
31st 1950 of $11,000.00; can you explain why that balance 
sheet shows that the company was in business for eight 
months, and yet the incorporation was only in the sixth 
month of the year? 

A No, I can't, sir, and I know nothing about this end of the 


business at all. 
Q Who looked after that? 
A Mr. Spady kept the day to day transactions and B. C. Tanner 


took care of such things as this. 





Q I see, and the first thing the company was going to do was 
build houses, is that correct? 

That is right. 

And then it got into the lumber supply business? 

Yes, it was not intended in the first instance. 

I see. Well, you did in fact change its name, didn*t you? 


Yes. 


Co Fr Oo FF OO PS 


From Ideal Homes to Ideal Homes and Building Supplies? 
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2-B-11 


A. 


co FF Oo YF CO = Co - © 
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J. Hooke = Gill Ex. 


Yes, we did, we were running into difficulties in securing 
lots in the City of Edmonton. 

In what year? 

By about 1951. 

Itseé. 

I might say that many of the lots on which we built to 
start with were arranged for ahead of time, before the 
company was established. 

Who did that? 

Bought from private individuals, I think both of us. 

Spady and yourself? 

Right. 

Well, you say you met Combs only on two occasions, is that 
your evidence? 

Prior to the - 

Confrontation? 

- famous day, yes. 

June 9th 1955? 

Right. 

Well, have you any idea how much business Mr. Combs had done 
with your company? 

No, I hadntt any idea. 

If an Exhibit shows that $22,162.00 of business, would you 
disagree with that figure? 

Well, I couldn't, sir, because I didn’t know. 

I see, and the fact that your company did business with the 


Chemcel plant, Brown and Root were building it, had that any 
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2-B-12 
AY. v.. Hooke — (Gilli 1Ex.. 


Q (Cont.) connection with your office as a Minister of the 
Government? 
A None whatever, I would very much doubt if they knew I had 


any interest. 





Q Brown and Root? 

A Yes, I would doubt that very much. 

Q And how would your company know of Brown and Root? 

A Well, by this time certainly it was, it was known that they 
were going into business in the City of Edmonton, and it was 
the common practice in that particular day and still is for 
such companies to call tenders for supplies and so on. 

Q And is this one of the reasons you changed the name of the 
company? 

A When we discovered that it was going to be next to impossible 


to get lots in any quantity we realized that we should then 
branch out into something else. We had certainly every 
reason to believe that the building supply business could be 
a successful business as well. 


And was it? 





A Well, there again I am not familiar with the details, but I 
do know that we had two trucks delivering lumber from, to 
places as far away as Southern Alberta, Peace River, Lloyd- 
minster. 

Q But actually the success of the company for capital would 
depend on your borrowing money from the Treasury Branch, 
that is where the money was planned to come from, wasn't it? 


A It was planned to come from? 
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2-B-13 
A. J. Hooke = Gill Ex. 


Yes? 




















Q 

A No, we, I cannot say that that is so. 

Q Well, where were you going to find capital for this company? 

A Well, we certainly used the Royal Bank I know for some length 
of time, 

Q When did you first apply to the Treasury Branch for credit? 

A I don't remember. 


Q Do you recall how much you applied for in the way of credit 


from the Treasury Branch? 


A I didn't until I read it in the transcript I believe. 
Q The figure was $60,000.00 was it not? 
A That is running through my mind, that I read, I believe we 


were turned down too, weren't we? 
Q No, Exhibit 323 has a note on the back: 
"Not proceeded with, application number 1966, revised 
April 3rd 1951." 


Is that what happened according to your recollection? 


A My recollection is not that good, Mr. Gill; I wouldn’t know 
now. 
Q I show you a document, Exhibit 323, Application for Credit, 





dated January 12th 1951, the name of Ideal Homes Limited, 

A. J. Hooke President, H. L. Spady Secretary, Statement of 
Affairs dated January 8th '51, Statement of Affairs of A. J. 
Hooke and Spady January 11th '51; you will notice "Particular 
of collateral security offered", down at the bottom, "Letters 
of Guarantee signed by A. J. Hooke and H. L. Spady for 
$65,000.00 each": is that what the document says, sir? 
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2-B-14 
A. J. Hooke = Gill Ex. 


A That*’s what it says. 




















Q And then you didn't proceed with that particular application; 


do you remember why? 


A No, it was running through my mind that it was not accepted, 
oat. 
Q And Exhibit 323A, January 12th *51, Mr. Gavin, the Manager, 


to the Superintendent of Treasury Branches at Edmonton, that 
is the Manager of the main Treasury Branch in Edmonton? 
A Yes. 
Q The last paragraph from the bottom but one says: 
"Taking all phases into consideration we would be pre- 
pared to recommend an original credit of $60,000.00 as 
per the application on the understanding that this did 
not infer any further commitments." 
So that would appear that the application could have been, 
would have been granted if you had wanted it? 
A Well, that would be from the standpoint, sir, of the 
recommendation of the Manager, and that does not mean that it 


would pass the Loan Committee. 








Q Do you have any evidence that it did not pass the Loan 
Committee? 

A No, I haven't. 

Q And who consisted of the Loan Committee in 1951, do you 
remember? 

A No, I don'tt know, sir. 

Q You were not a member of it? 


A Oh, no, it was in the Treasury Branches. 
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2-B-15 
A; J. Hooke — Gill “Ex. 


Q Within the Treasury Branch itself? 


A Right. 
Q You will note this rather interesting last paragraph, Mr. 
Hooke: 


"In other similar financial circumstances we would be 
reluctant to recommend a credit to this extent, but 
frankly we are influenced by our belief in Mr. Hooke'ts 
ability and integrity." 

You notice that paragraph referred to? 
A Yes. 
Q Would that have anything to do with the fact that you were 


Minister of the Crown at that time? 


A No, I am sure it wouldn't. 
Q On what basis are you sure? 
Pardon? 
MR. CLEMENT: Now, My Lord, he is asking the witness 


to explore what is going on in somebody else's mind, and this 
happening back in 1951; it does seem again - 

THE COMMISSIONER: What was the question? 

MR. GILL: Mr. Hooke said "I am sure it wouldn't." 
meaning that his position as Minister of the Crown would not 
have any belief in it and I said I think "On what basis are 
you sure?", and he says he is sure. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I don't believe, Mr. Gill, any person 
can explain what is in other people’s minds. 


Q MR. GILL: We will leave that as entirely for you, 


sir. 
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2-M-1 


A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 

Q (Cont.) I am showing you the document Exhibit 326. Whose 
Signature is that? 

A I think that is mine, Mr. Gill. 
Do you think or are you sure? 

A Well, I have never seen anyone else sign exactly the same 

as I do. 

So it is your signature? 

It must be. 

And this is your handwriting? 


No, this is not my handwriting at all, just the signature. 


Co Fr OO PYF LO 


Just the signature -- but the same pen used with the 
half-share of Ideal Homes being shown as worth $10,000.00 - 


that isn't your writing? 


A No, it isn't, 

Q And that was in front of the manager of the Treasury Branch? 

A I presume it was. 

0 It appears to bear a date the llth of January, 1951? 

A Yes. 

Q Or some Similar date? 

A Yes. 

Q And certainly 1951, and it looks like January, doesn't it? 

A Yes, it does. 

Q You valued in January 1951 your half-sShare in Ideal Homes 
at $10,000.00, sir -- according to this document? 

A According to that document, yes, 

Q Was that its true valuation or was it just put down to try 


and get as large a line of credit as you could? 
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4501 


A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex, 


That was put down undoubtedly by someone else other than me 
after this person had asked sufficient questions. 

Well, did you --- 

And got sufficient answers. 

Would you put down the valuation of $10,000.00, or someone 
else? 

Someone else would do that. 

On information supplied by you? 

Certainly answers that he would get from questions asked, 
the same as any banker does. 

Wasn't Ideal Homes in 1951, the early part, having a 
deficit? 

What was that again, please? 

Wasn't Ideal Homes in the early part of 1951 having a 
deficit? 

Well, if the record shows that I shall have to admit that 
is true. 

Not otherwise, sir? 

Well, again you are asking me to recall something that 
took place so many years ago. 

I realize that, Mr. Hooke. I'm showing you a statement of 
Ideal Homes Ltd., Exhibit 439, as of April 30th, 1951, 
with the statement of profit and loss from June 17th, 1950, 
the date of incorporation, until April 30th, 1951, with a 
net loss of $3,421.00; correct? 

Yes, thatts what the statement says. 


And shows a deficit on the balance sheet at that time? 
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2-M-3 
Ai J: Hooke = Gril Ex. 





















A Yes. 

Q And signed by B. C. Tanner? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you know that at the time when you signed the 
application for credit, you were asking for $60,000.00, 
and stated that your half-share of Ideal Homes was worth 
$10,000.00? 

A I dontt know how those dates compare, sir. 

Q Well, April 30th, 1951, and your Exhibit 326 is January, 
1951. 

A Well, if this occurred before the application I must have 
known it. 

Q I see, and it would appear, would it not, sir, that all 
these applications for credit with the Treasury Branch 
-- Exhibit 327, Exhibit 323 --- all mention letters of 
guarantee signed by A, J. Hooke and H. L. Spady. Correct? 

A Yes, 

Q When you gave that cheque on June 9th -- or June 8th, 1955, 
Exhibit 443, for 31,000 and some odd dollars, didn't you 
make sure you got your personal guarantees back? 

A I think perhaps that must have happened. 

Q Page 2089 in these proceedings, in examining Mr. Davey -- 
whom you know? 

A Yes. 

Q The Superintendent of Treasury Branches -- I asked hin, 


I said: 


"Q Might I see the letters of guarantee, please, on 
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2-M-4 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex, 
Q (Cont. ) both the application 1966 and 1914?" 
the applications that I showed you. His answer is: 

WA There is Mr. Campbell's, and Mr, Spady's, and I 
cannot produce you Mr. Hooke's, because he was 
released from his guarantee when he stepped out 
of the company and it was then returned to him, 

Q Well, when did Mr. Hooke first give the 
Treasury Branches a letter of guarantee? 
A I think it is on the sheet there. 

MR. CLEMENT: You will have to have that list of 
securities" 

then the answer: 

WA It is dated April 23rd, 1952, and was lodged with 
MUsP Chal CGAy,gSiLTonays ee ond ity saysshereeit 
was released by consent, dated June llth, 1955." 

reading at page 2090, Mr. Commissioner. 
That's two days after that cheque, 
is it not? Exhibit 4437 
It would be, from what you have just read to me, sir. 
So --- so you did get your personal guarantee back? 


I must have, at that rate. 


tO > we > 


Wouldn't it be a matter of prime importance to you to get 
it back -- not the bankruptcy of the company, Mr. Hooke, 
but the getting back of that personal guarantee, your 
document, your promise to pay? 

A I say that the first was more important to me, sir. I was 


extremely anxious to see this company flourish and not 
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2-M-5 
Ayo. Hooke .— Gill Ex: 



















A (Cont.) go bankrupt. 

Q Could you have afforded $31,000.00 just to keep a company 
out of bankruptcy? 

A I was believing that the City of Edmonton would, before 
too long, make good the promises that they made, time after 


time, 


Q Who made these promises? 

A Various City officials. 

Q Well, let's name names, Mr. Hooke, 

A Well, I would say that Commissioner Menzies was certainly 
one, and was the man I spoke to mainly. 

Q And you were fairly continuously in contact with Mr, Menzies? 

A No, not continuously. 

Q Off and on? 

A Occasionally. 

Q How did you raise this 31,000 for that cheque? 

A By borrowing from the Bank of Nova Scotia. I did my own 
banking with the Bank of Nova Scotia. 

Q Your own personal banking? 

A Right. 

Q And what did you put up for security with the Bank of 
Nova Scotia? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Is that relevant, Mr. Gill? 

MR GILE: I submit it is, sir, for this 


reaSon: that we are going into the matter of personal gain, 
and he has in his statement to the Legislature, I believe -- 


I am going on -- only goin oermemory --- stated that he did 
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2-M-6 

A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 

MR. GILL: (€Gont}) borrow it and he did mortgage his home. 

I think you stated that, sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: The only point, Mr. Gill, is I 
think we have to try, to draw a line where we start 
enquiring into strictly personal affairs of Mr. Hooke -- 
or any other person, 

MR. GILL? I share the view of Mr, Crawford --. 

THE COMMISSIONER: And I would just like to hear some 
observations of other counsel, because it seems to me that 
we must draw a line somewhere, and I do not favor having 
this inquiry embark into what I consider to be strictly 
personal matters, and I don't particularly see the 
relevance as to -- Mr. Hooke makes a personal loan in order 
to put himself in a position to discharge this obligation 
to the Treasury Branch owing by Ideal Homes -- I have a 
great question in my mind whether it is the concern of this 
inquiry as to what security he put up for that particular 


loan. I would like to hear other counsel on that, because 


Pous 

MR. GILL: Might I finish advancing my reasons, 
sir? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

Maw GLLUs You will recall what Mr. Leger said 


of Mr. Hooke stating he was facing financial ruin and this 


sort of thing. I think it's very germaine. It is dis- 
tasteful to me -- I know it is distasteful to every counsel 
here -- to have to pry into any man's personal affairs, but 
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2-M-7 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 


MR. 


THE 


MR. 


THE 


MR, 


T HE 


MR. 


GILL: (Cont. ) this is why we are here and this is what we 
have to do, and we have to satisfy you and get these 
matters cleared up once and for all; so I submit, much 
aS we -- none of us enjoy having to probe, but this is what 
we have to do in this case, and it is our duty to present 


it and to explore it and to find out, and if there is 


anything -- ., 
COMMISSTONER: Well, what is the relevance, Mr, 
Gill? What is the relevance as to what personal 


security Mr. Hooke put up in order to get this loan? 
GILL: Because of his whole attitude, sir, 


his whole need to either receive gain or increment or 


money. 
COMMISSIONER: Well, the point is that he 
borrowed $31,000.00 --- or whatever it is -- there's no 


doubt about that. 

GILL: Let's hear aboutit, then, sir. 

COMMISSIONER: The very fact he had to borrow it 
would indicate he didn't have it, and beyond that I question 
the relevance. Mr. Wright? 

WRIGHT : Yes. The time is 1955, my Lord, 
and Mr. Hooke has signed a cheque for a very large amount 
which he now says he borrowed from the bank. Was he under 
the gun in respect to this? Was there pressure on him to 
repay this money? If there was, then it’s possible that 
there is a relevance to the actions that were simultaneously 


occurring with respect to the development of Sherwood Park, 
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2-M-8 

A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 

THE COMMISSIONER: To me, Mr. Wright, even the most 
logical inference --- it seems the most logical inference 
that if he borrowed money he obviously attached importance 
to paying off the Treasury Branch -- there's no doubt about 
that; but as to what personal security, what personal 
arrangements he made with the Bank of Nova Scotia to secure 
this loan, I fail to see any relevance. I would like to 
hear other counsel. Mr. Maynard? 

MR. MAYNARD: Mr. Commissioner, I think you gave 
a ruling last week to the effect that the personal 
transactions involving Mr. Hooke, and anything relating to 
his land transactions in Sherwood Park, and the other 
land transactions, as well as the transactions with Ideal 
Homes, were germaine to the inquiry, but that his income 
tax statements and his other investments and his bank 
accounts and so on, were not relevant and would not be 
admitted. 

Now, we have a situation where 
Mr. Hooke paid to the Treasury Branch the sum of $31,000.00. 
The reason for that transaction is germaine to this 
inquiry as to the payment, the reasons why it was paid, 
and any other aspect of it my friends wish to draw out. 
We have been told that the money to pay this loan, or the 
monies to the Treasury Branch, came by way of a loan from 
the Bank of Nova Scotia. I submit, Mr. Commissioner, that 
is as far as we should go. If we are going to open up 


enquiry into the bank accounts of Mr. Hooke, the loans he 
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2-M-9 
Ads Hooke ~— bid (Bx. 


MR. MAYNARD: (Cont.) has made, either for this purpose or for 
any other purpose, then we are entering into a field that 
is not in any way relevant to this inquiry. 

We have already had evidence 

submitted that Mr. Hooke has made, in this period of time , 
up to 1955, through the Sherwood Park land transactions, 
profits to the extent of some $110,000.00. Whether he used 
these profits to pay out --- to put up as security for the 
Bank of Nova Scotia, whether he used some other investments 
to put up as security with the Bank of Nova Scotia, I 
submit is absolutely irrelevant, and the ruling that you 
made that we should restrict the examination into the 
financial affairs of Mr. Hooke to the matters before us, 
Ideal Homes and the Sherwood Park properties and other 
related transactions, is as far as we should go, and 
we Should not open up the bank accounts and the reasons 
and the securities that were advanced by Mr. Hooke to the 


bank for various personal loans, 


THE COMMISSIONER: Any other counsel? 
MR. GILL: Sir, if Imy ---- and I apologize 
for injecting at this point -- but I have a perfect right 


to cross-examine on this, In Exhibit 410, this is the 
document of November 8th, '62, that funnelled through Mrs. 
Wilson to Commissioner Hamilton, a document that Mr, Maynard 
has admitted is Mr. Hooke's statement, he says: 

“So long as the company was in business it remained 


solvent, but this act on the part of the City amounted 
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2-M- 


MR. GILL: (Cont.) to virtual bankruptcy; creditors had to be 
paid and accounts which had no more than 
sixty days to run amounted to $31,910.06. 
Longer term obligations amounted to a 
further $28,000.00. Rather than go into 
bankruptcy the company made every effort to 
meet its financial obligations. Mr. Hooke, 
who had no financial interest in the company 
but who, because of his association with it, 
insisted the company must meet its financial 
obligations, mortgaged his home and another 
small house he owned for the sum of $30,000.00 
and loaned that money to the company in order 
that pressing obligations could be met 
one hundred percent." 

I am entitled, sir, to examine on that. 

MR, CLEMENT: Oh, well, that is certainly an 
over-statement that he is entitled to cross-examine on that. 

MR “GRU: Here is a self-serving document, 

Mr. Clement, and I am entitled -- , 

MR. CLEMENT: We are still seeking, sir, to 
ascertain the relevancy of the source of the funds, what 
relevancy this has. Nothing that Mr. Gill has said yet, so 
far as I understand it, has brought this out. Why does 
he say that the source of funds is relevant to this inquiry? 
Nothing he has said yet, so far as I can understand it, 


has come to that point, the point which your Lordship raised. 
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A, Ie Hooke cam Gill BX. 


MR. CLEMENT: (Cont.) As far as what Mr. Wright has said, that 


is a flight of fancy that I’m utterly unable to follow. 





MR. MAYNARD: In reply to Mr. Gill, Mr. Commissioner, 
certainly the document speaks about the indebtedness of 
Ideal Homes, and certainly the document indicates that the 
monies were advanced by Mr. Hooke for the purpose of paying 
off these obligations of Ideal Homes, Part of it was 
obtained from the Bank of Nova Scotia to pay off the 
Provincial Treasury Branch, and there were other obligations 
that were obtained -- from Mr, Hooke by way of a mortgage 
on his home. Certainly that is all relevant, but to go 
beyond that and to endeavour to obtain, ascertain the 
OEE that were advanced by Mr, Hooke, the various 
loans and various transactions that took place, and how 


they were repaid and so on, is beyond the pale of this 


inquiry. 

THE COMMISSIONER: What exhibit number is that, Mr. 
Gill? 

MR. GILL: The first number -=- you may 
remember, we had the little problem finding it -- 4103; and 


then I would also refer you to again where he discusses 
the source of his monies, this time --- 

"This time I borrowed from the bank on my own 
resources the sum of $30,000.00, at the same time 
arranging to mortgage my own home and my mother’s 
home ." 


That's Exhibit 379. I submit we are entitled to examine 
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2-M-12 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 


MR. GILL: (Cont. ) on that, my Lord. 





MR. MAYNARD: That is exactly my point, Mr. 




























Commissioner: Mr, Hooke did indicate that he borrowed 
certain monies to pay off the liabilities of Ideal Homes. 
He has come forward and he has indicated that he has done 
so, He has produced evidence that he has done so, 

He has produced evidence that he has supplied these funds 
from his own personal monies by way of borrowings from the 
bank and hy way of mortgaging a home, That is as far as 
this inquiry is interested in, I submit, sir; and what 
was done, how the securities were obtained, what securities 
were obtained, when were the monies repaid, to the bank 

or to the mortgage company, is absolutely irrelevant. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Bowen? 

MR. BOWEN: Sir, it appears to me that there 
has been and is an unfortunate tendency here on the part 
of, perhaps the Commission Counsel and Mr. Maynard, to 
try to categorize our endeavour or our inquiry here, and 
to restrict it to those things which were named in the 
Legislature by Mr. Turcott. I don’t think this is 
deliberate. I think probably we have been allowing ourselve: 
to slide into this way of thinking, sir, but this is not 
what the terms of inquiry state. The terms of inquiry have 
no restrictions, and anything to do with gain made by one 
of the participants, Mr. Hooke, through influence, is 
pertinent and relevant to this inquiry, sir, and any other 


Subject which may be raised by any counsel here should be 
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2-M-13 

Az J# HOOke::= Gill Ex; 

MR. BOWEN: (Cont.) heard by you, sir. 

MR. CLEMENT: Well, I am bound to take some 
measure of disagreement with what Mr. Bowen has said. 
There has much -- much evidence has been brought in which 
had no particular attachment to the matters raised by Mr. 
Turcott. I think in fairness I must say this: that if I 
raise objections, sir, it is usually on the ground that the 
relevancy of it to the subject matter of the inquiry as 
expressed --- not in the recitals of the Order-in-Council 
but in the general terms of it -- that there seems to be 
in my view on those -- what is proposed to be asked, no 
relevancy, not on the narrow grounds but on the general 
grounds: influence -- using his influence in office in 
whatever way. Now, the matter of using the influence 

can relate 

of his office/in respect of putting a mortgage on his 
house so that he can produce $31,900.00, is still somewhat 
beyond me -- that is, in its relevancy to these general 
terms; and I don't think it is quite fair to say that I 
have been slipping into some error of trying to keep the 
evidence within the bounds of the recitals of the Order-in- 
Council. I have been trying to keep it within the bounds 
of some measure of relevancy to the total picture of using 
influence, the influence of his office, and also directing 
your attention, sir, from time to time, to the matter of 
hearsay evidence. 

MR. WRIGHT: Well, my Lord, I don't want to spin 


this out, but if my learned friend can't see it, perhaps I 
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2-M-14 
AAJ.) Hooke-— Gildi Ex. 















MR. WRIGHT: (Cont.) can help. If, for example, Mr. Hooke, pledges 
his house to support this loan, and if the pledge falls 
due at some time in the near future, or in the distant 
which 
future, and if the house, of course, /includes the land 
that it is on, happens to be in Sherwood Park, and if things 
are being held up in Sherwood Park, it is a powerful 


inducement to a man, however honest he is, to try and move 


that development along. That is the relevance of it. 


THE COMMISSIONER: May I see those two statements, 
please? 
MR. GILL: Would you like to break, now, sir? 


We are close to it. 
THE COMMISSIONER: We will adjourn now to eleven-thirty 


(Adjourned at 11:10 a.m.) 
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3-P-1 


A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I gather from Mr. Bowen's rema ks tha 
he is under the impression that because of the very wide term 
of reference of the Commission that there is apparently no 
limit to the bounds of this Inquiry and I would point out 
that there are always limits of relevance. 

One of my functions, indeed, one of my responsibilities 
as Commissioner is to determine what is and what is not 
relevant and a few days ago I made it quite clear that I 
considered inquiry into the purely personal financial affairs 
of Mr. Hooke, not related directly to these various 
transactions we have been inquiring into and I ruled that 
such questions were not relevant and I propose to adhere to 
that ruling. 

Now, dealing with the particular matter raised by Mr. 
Gill, in Exhibit 379 which is the history of Ideal Homes 
Limited which Mr. Justice Morrow identified as being a copy 
of the brief which he used in his submission to Council or 


the finance committee, I have forgoten which body it was 





there does appear this statement: 
"By the end of May, actually, our business was virtually 
at a standstill and bills had to be met. Believing 
that our troubles would be of short duration I borrowed 
from the bank on my own resources a sum of $30,000.00, 
at the same time arranging to mortgage my own home and 
my motherts home if need be to repay the bank. I felt 
sure, however, this would not be necessary. With the 


building now demolished, however and no prospect of 
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3-P-2 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 


THE COMMISSIONER: (Cont.) 


MR. 
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"redress, I was left with no alternative but to 

proceed with the mortgages and from the proceeds 

repay the bank." 

And, an Exhibit referred to here, being a letter from the 
lawyer referring to the mortgages. 
Now, a Similar, almost identical statement appears in 
Exhibit 410 which was a statement prepared by, which was the 
statement prepared by Mr. Hooke and the original, I believe, 
of a statement that was given to Mrs. Wilson and which Mr. 
Maynard tendered subject to it being identified by Mr. Hooke. 
Now, it hasntt been identified and this might be a good 
opportunity to identify it. 
Now, on the basis of those statements appearing or, that 
information appearing in both of those statements, I think it 
is relevant Mr. Gill for you to ask Mr. Hooke whether or not 
that statement is correct. I think possibly in the case of 
Ex ibit 410 you should have it identified now because it was 
admitted on that basis. 
GILL: Thank you sir. 

MR (LLL : Mr. Hooke, I am showing you Exhibit 
number 410 which was made available by your counsel, Mr. 
Maynard, do you recognize that document? 

Yes I do. 

What is. it. sir? 

It is a document which I prepared, doing a bit of this from 
time to time, I understood what was going on. 
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3-P-3 
Ay 34 H66KE = Gill Ex, 






















Q Was this a document you gave to Mrs. Wilson? 

A Yes, this would be the document I gave to Mrs. Wilson. 

Q Thank you. I believe that sufficiently identified it, sir. 
And in that document Mr. Hooke there is a mention that 
creditors had to be paid, I am reading from it, and accounts 
which had no more than sixty days to run amounted to $31,910. 
Which were these creditors? 

A It may have been that ... well, there were suppliers and that 
sort of thing. 

Q Well actually, the figure $31,910.06 is the exact amount of 
your cheque of June 8th, 1955 to the Treasury Branch, isn'tt 
Lt? 

A I think perhaps I may have reversed those two figures but tha 
is the Treasury Branch figure you have just quoted to me, yes. 

0) And then your next sentence ‘Longer term obligations amounted 
to a further $28,000.00.* What you are suggesting is you 
may have transposed those figures? 

A I could have because I was not preparing it Mr. Gill at the 
time with any idea of submitting it to anyone up to that point 
I was endeavouring to keep track of things as they were. 

Q This was just your little narrative, was it? 

A Yes, I would say so at that point. 

Q How did it get into Mrs. Wilson's hands? 

A As I explained ... 

THE COMMISSIONER: He has given evidence as to that 
Mr. Gill, he gave evidence this morning I believe as to how 


he handed it to Mrs. Wilson. 
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3-P-4 
As Js Hooke = Gill Bx; 


Q MR. GILL: Yes, and was she supposed to hand it 
to Mr. Hamilton? 

A Oh*no, no sir, not at all. If I recall just exactly what 
happened, there was something like this that appeared in the 
Edmonton Journal a story ... 

Q I think you have told us of that. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think the whole evidence is in Mr. 
Gill. 

Q MR. GILL: Quite so, you covered that this 
morning? 

A Yes. 

Q I see but, you do say that you mortgaged your home and 
another small house you owned for the sum of $30,000.00. Did 
you actually do that? 

A I ultimately did, yes. 

Ultimately, when? 

A Offhand I dontt know, just how soon it was after securing the 
loan but, some time after. 

Q When you say in Exhibit 410 mortgages his home, that would be 
your home in Sherwood Park? 

A Yes. 

Q And with whom was the mortgage? 

A Western Savings and Loan. 

Q And for how much? 

A I believe it was $25,000.00. 

Q And then you mortgaged another small house you owned, you 
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3-P-5 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 
My mother's home, 
You owned that house? 
Yes, I did. 
And your mother resided in it? 


Yes. 















And how much was that mortgage for, sir? 

L. believe five. 

Five thousand? 

Yes I think so. 

And with whom was that mortgage taken out? 


If I remember, it was Canada West. 


Oo FF CO 8S RO BS 2O Be © Fe CO Re 


Now, do you recall approximately the date of the $25,000.00 
mortgage on your Sherwood Park home? 

No I dontt offhand, 

Would it be within three months of June 8th, 1955? 

I wouldntt like to say without looking it up Mr. Gill. 


Would you mind looking it up? 


= © ~~ RO FS 


I think there is something in the story of Ideal Homes to 
indicate .it. 


This is the eighteen page document? 


tO 


Yes. I am not sure. At any rate I can look it up. 
Q Well, in Exhibit 479, pardon me, 379 you state on page 8: 
"T borrowed from the bank on my own resources the sum 
of $30,000.00 and at the same time arranging to 
mortgage my home and my mother's home if need be to 
repay the bank." 
That uses the words at the same time, borrowed the thirty 
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3-P-6 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 
Q (Cont. ) thousand and I take it at the same time you 
mortgaged the two houses? 
A I think what I must have meant there was that in speaking to 


the banker I indicated my willingness to do so. 








Q And later you were required to do so? 

A No. 

Q Ultimately? 

A Wouldn't be required to do so. 

Q I see, well you used the word ultimately, you did mortgage 
these two? 

A Yes, that is right. 

Q To meet this thirty thousand obligation? 

A Well, I had other obligations as well, sir. 

Q These arising out of Ideal Homes? 

A No I wouldntt say so, I had farmed out there and so on for 
quite some time. I borrowed from banks from time to time, 
the same as most people do. 

Q Well, would you look up and let me know when you put these 
two mortgages on please? 

A I don't believe I have information on the second one, I 
would have to contact the mortgage company but I shall 
endeavour to do that. 

Q They have both been discharged, have they not? 

THE COMMISSIONER: I dontt think that sts relevant Mr. 
Gill. 

Q MR. GILL: Well, with the greatest respect sir, 


Exhibit 379 continues and, direct me on this, since that time 
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Q (Cont. ) you say in Exhibit 379, the next paragraph, I 
have repayed the one mortgage by having sold my home but I am 
still making monthly payments. 

THE COMMISSIONER: 16s, well, you can.ask him on:that, 

Q MR. GILL: But I have no wish to disagree but, 
it is in here. Is that a true statement that you repayed th 
one mortgage when you sold your home at Sherwood Park? 

A Oh yes. 

Q And you are still making monthly payments as of the date of 
this document, Exhibit 379, on the second one? 

A That'*s right. 

Q As well as on another home you had, which one is that? 

A The one I am living in today. 

Q I see. Just at this juncture Mr. Hooke, I’m going to ask you, 
did you ever phone Mr. Hamilton and ask him to make available 
to you a City of Edmonton file concerning Alderman Leger? 

A No, never sir, never. 

Q That is your sworn testimony? 

A I should say so. 

Q And if there is some rumor or something that you did ask for 
that file, that rumor is wrong, is it? 

A Yes sir. 

Q At no time did you as Minister of Municipal Affairs ever ask 
for Leger'ts file concerning his property transactions with th 
City of Edmonton? 

A Not ever sirnor anyone elses file. 

Q I see. Now, Mr. Leger went into considerable detail about that 


SUPREME COURT REPORTERS 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 





7 


| 


ee ne 8 ee oe ee re ee eee ee 


0 


; 
| 


ee 


ae wel 


los 2 Sed omod vn bloe gaived vd ousgytom. ono, ods 


voy 4e6 oF yotoy aft , stool .xM etustonut aids ya taut. 


eidskieve sdsm od aivl fas bas mociimsH . cM enorq 19v8— wor bib 


To! dee brb voy sedd pniddoemon te “Ome T omoa a 




















Ay a , 

C lviqatgersq dxan odd (ONE! ge db sixty ab? cane nog. | (.dn0 
4: - 

5 ioe Ra oy ee si 


— a 
scan miei ‘a ~ > 


» < ew 
7a) 


-ecnomysq’ viddnom cs iad ¥ 
~ttly ao mid dae aed woy .ffew ,acY: habs da ¢ AMO er 
td setgeath of deiw on oven I Jui | ane “eye 
heysges voy +603 JInemetete outs ws Jad? al ~ eta 


7 4 a 
“i169 boowtedé ts emod toy bloe voy denw sp_egds im 


te oteh edt to #8 asnomysg yiddnom pares Lise e718 ve y. 
° rr a - 


Seno bnoosa ot no . OTE Si dE xs Snsauv0b 8 4 


es : -deigbrt: wt 
Sysdd eh eno dottw ,bad voy smo’ aedtone no as ‘hae ee 
~Yebos nk patvit ime eno @ 


| SEE 
‘ ‘@ | 


20) mfarebiA yekareon0o  oLkt nosnomba to. 919 8) woe! 08 7 
10Ven (tbe r9ven on 
| Pere ox | 
Synomivass atowe eae 


. PY binort 
5,os8. eal in e 







ang ‘oes io 





a hey 


= Br 


iuods ite%eb eldsaskkeaodeodml 





4521 


3-P-8 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 

















Q (Cont. ) first meeting of approximately the 22nd or 23rd of 
July, 1964. You have told in chief to Mr. Clene nt your 


version of that meeting? 


A Yes. 

Q Have you read the transcript of Mr. Leger’s evidence? 

A Yes I did. 

Q And he was asked at page 2842, where did this first meeting 
take place with Mr. Hooke. At his motel. You are agreed 
on that? 

A Do you mean the first of these two in July? 

Q The first of these two meetings? 

A Yes, that is correct. 

Q And you telephoned Mr. Leger? 

A Yes I did. 

Q And at what time of day? 

A To the best of my recollection it was when I went back to the 
office in the evening after having read the evening paper. 

Q He says in his evidence somewhere around ten ofclock at 
night, would that be correct? 

A I dontt think that that would be too far from right, I am 
sure it was in the evening. 

Late evening, not early evening? 

A If I remember correctly Mr. Gill I think I phoned him in the 
early part of the evening but that I was to drop in on my way 
home which would make it later, that is right. 

Q And you drove to his motel and went into this basement 


office? 
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Hooke - Gill Ex. 


Yes I did. 




























And did you open your remarks as set out on page 2843 by 
saying you had previously met ... by saying that you 
previously with Mr. Hollowach attended a political meeting 
in which Leger had spoken and you were pleased with Leger's 
reasonable approach to the Hawrelak matter? 

No, that isn't quite right. 

I see, you say you went there with just one purpose, did you? 
Yes, but if you wish me to tell the story concerning what he 
has reference to I can do it quite easily. 

I think perhaps it might be better if you do that? 

I believe it was the Junior Chamber of Commerce that had 
organized some outside meetings and as I recall it, they had 
bleachers set out on 102nd Street just south of Jasper and I 
was walking up Jasper Avenue not with any particular intentio 
of stopping at the meeting but I did stand there for a few 
minutes and listened to one or two of the candidates. There 
had been a statement in the paper at the time because I 
believe Mr. Hawrelak was going to run again or, there was 
some talk about him running again and as I stood there 
Alderman Leger came along, we shook hands and made some 
reference to the statement which he had made saying that 
according to the paper, in the light of Mayor Hawrelak having 
paid his debt to society, as it were, he saw no reason 
whatever why he shouldntt run again if he wished and I 
believe I commented that that was a very fair attitude for 


a man to take, 
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3-P-10 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 
Q And did you discuss your personal financial difficulties 
on this July 22nd meeting, the first meeting with Mr. Leger? 
A Never sir, not ever. 
Q ‘So, when Mr. Leger says at page 2843, his answer: 
"His personal financial difficulties, that he was in 


the process of becoming bankrupt and losing everything, 





that Ideal Homes was, it cost him a great deal of money 
and that he pledged his salary as a Cabinet Minister for 
a bank loan to keep this thing from bankruptcy ... 
bankrupting him and he was in the process of doing 
so." 
Did you at all discuss that with Mr. Leger? 
A Not anything like that with Mr. Leger sir and I was only ther 
a matter of minutes. 
Q And was that in fact your financial position in July of 1964, 
were you hard pressed? 
A I was not, not hard pressed to the point of worrying myself 
Sick over it, no. 
Q Did you in fact cry at that meeting as Alderman Leger says yo 
did? 
No sir. 
You didn't? 
No. 
Alderman Leger is not correct in his recollection? 
May I explain that too, sir? 


Certainly? 


Ch Ae Se ed 


I think it is worthy of an explanation. About a year before 
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-B-l1 
-. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 


3 

A 

A (Cont.) on July Ist out in my constituency. 

Q This is the incident that Dr. Allard has related in these 


proceedings? 

A Yes, I did have an attack which was thought at first to be 
a heart attack, but which has proven to be a nervous hyper- 
tension; and anyone who suffers from it quickly realizes that 
the least little thing will upset them, things which normally 
one would never give a second thought to. To give you an 
illustration, sir: I was driving to the office one morning 
and a bird flew across in front of my car, I hit the bird, 
and instantly tears ran down my cheeks, I wasn't crying, but 
I could not control the flow of tears. I pulled off on the 
side of the road and waited until this was over, and that 
took some five minutes, and I couldntt help but think to 


myself, What a stupid thing this is: but just the same I 





could not staunch the flow of tears. 

Now, at Mr. Legerts that evening after I showed him this 
little document which, as I say, I prepared at the specific 
request of Commissioner Hamilton to assist the members of 


the Land Committee - 





Q This is the eighteen page, the lengthy document, is it? 

MR. CLEMENT: No. 

Q MR. GILL: Which document is this? 

MR. CLEMENT: One that has not been in evidence, it 





has only been referred to, sir, first this morning. 
Q MR. GILL: Do you have that document here? 
A Ttiicould be. 


Q This is the one that nearly got in a few days ago. 
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S=B=2 
A. J. Hooke = Gill. Ex, 


MR. MAYNARD: You carry on, Mr. Gill, and I will get 
the document, 
Q MR. GILL: I think your client has it, Mr. 


Maynard. 





You are showing to me a Xerox copy of a four page 
document addressed to the Land Committee, pardon me, a five 
page document, and this is the document that you Say you 
prepared for Mr. Hamilton? 

At Mr. Hamilton'ts request. 
At his request? 
Yes. 


When was it prepared, sir? 


= OO F> (Oo > 


This would be sometime between April 27th of that same year, 


t545— 





54, you mean *%64? 


tO 


A '64, yes, I am sorry; and the time I was in his, I met with 


him. 





I see, and you so identify this as prepared by you? 
Pesce Lodo... sit. 


And bearing date sometime April of 1964? 





Or a bit later perhaps. 
It refers to April 27th so that it would be after that? 


Yes. 





But not any more than two or three weeks? 


No, I wouldn't think so, no. 


OFS SOS MO Se RO & RO 


I tender this as an Exhibit, Mr. Commissioner. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Exhibit 452. 
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3-B-3 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex, 


















MR. GILL: Thank you, sir, is it sufficiently 


identified for you? 


MR. CLEMENT: It is a memorandum, sir, headed 
"To the Land Committee ..." but is otherwise difficult to 
identify. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, it is undated, I understand? 
MR. CLEMENT: It is undated and unsigned. 


MEMORANDUM TO THE LAND COMMITTEE 
MARKED EXHIBIT 452. 





Q MR. GPLL: We might call it, might we, Mr. Hooke, 
your summary to Mr. Hamilton? 

A Yes, although copies were made, sir, for each member of the 
Land Sales Committee. 

Q And you appeared before that Land Sales Committee? 

A Yes, but really for no other purpose than to present them 


with a copy. 


Q I see, so you took that document, Exhibit - 
THE COMMISSIONER: 452% 
Q MR. GILL: - 452, thank you sir, with you to the 





Leger Motel on the evening of July 22nd 1964? 
A Yes, I did. 
Q And did Mr. Leger read it? 


A He read it quickly, casually, and handed it back to me and 





said "Oh, so that’s it." 

Q He hadn't seen it before in the Land Sales Committee? 

A Certainly not to my knowledge sir, he was not a member of the 
Land Sales Committee. 


I see, and it hadntt been presented to Council to your 
SUPREME COURT REPORTERS 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 





a ee 

























beheod .1rte ,mubnetomem «4 at a1 

od tivoitttb oaiwterito ak gud "... 903th), bast ela, on 
F ’ kd” O4 i; Uiisa ob 

Tbresdaisbos 1 ,bedebau et ti ,aoY sscpihs AsWOTEETIO@D 


-beagianu bas bestebou at $I joe ih a 


eg at ts es 


wi: 


. ISTTIMMOD GMAIL SHT OT MUCQMASOMIM . ne te » ong 
| £2) TIATHA GAXAAM | 


| .o%00H .aM .ow deigtm .dr Ifeo jdgim oW re at eS 


on a 


faotlimsH .«aM of cismmie HOt 


1f3 to 1edmem dose a0% tie .obam ‘919w sotqoo rapt tangas veo 


: o033immod wolse bias 7 


fe 
Testtimnmo) acise bnel ssds eroted berseqqs ‘NOt bak 


oe 


modt tnseerq oF aerid eeoqgiug tefide on 10% wilaer gud on 


ca 


, ' 14S, OG vat ‘ 
| ; -yqoo s Asiw 


| teh an ©: 
| ~ ttdidxad .tnomusob tsd3 soos voy oa ieee 4 Li 
. 
| 2h :AAMOTeET MMOD oe 
! ei § oT i‘ - o 
eit of voy ftiw .4fa woy amadd .S2h - | “yasto : m 9 ‘e 


| ThOOL baSS yiul to gakasve odd no" wate ae i 
/ > fom cbab'e dae 

| 4 y PEN of im 7 . 
| | cot bees “aerial lat ie a 

on | 
big om oF Hoad $I — bas vitgvaso vebtobup tt be a1 oH ae 
a 


| Wg et todd om to iy 
' r3 sted 
| ale 


a ve 4 fu af 
fosdtiomoD eolet bast ons 333 ‘paola’ $i A es ? . OF 





he ts wi “ LST sy eit 7 £ie 
\eilt to 19dmem s Jom aw of , tie saan ial ‘o 9 on: tats 
A i ” pee 7 te rs 2 
| : . one pa 
auoy of [kontoS oF Desaaaets ad 
= —— A LE TT M 7 TSI THAR 


riot yea, 
a ae ye ; 


4527 





3-B-4 
A. J. Hooke = ‘4711. Ex. 


Q (Cont.) knowledge? 


















A Not to my knowledge. 

Q I see. Now, continuing, how long did that first meeting last 
between yourself and Mr. Leger? 

A About long enough for him to glance over this thing quickly, 
it wasn't many minutes that I was in his basement. 

Q I see, and if Mr. Leger says at the, as he does at page 
2845 and at the bottom of 2844: 


"Q Well, this all led up to him asking you to withdraw 





your opposition to re-plotting the Ideal Homes land 
in the City of Edmonton?" 
and his answer: 

"A Well, actually it was a transfer or an exchange of 
land owned by Ideal Homes for land owned by the City 
in the Buena Vista area." 

Is that why you went to Legerts motel, to try to persuade him 
of the justness of your case? 

A Oh, no sir, anything but that: it was just a matter of him 
having made the statement that what we were trying to exchang 
was moose pasture for first-class lots. 


And you wanted to argue that out with him? 





A No, I simply wanted to know did he know where the land was, 





was he familiar with it, had he seen it, and so on. 

Q And your position at this time in the Government of Alberta 
was, in 1964? 

A Minister of Municipal Affairs. 


Q And you had been such since August 2nd of 1955? 
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3-B-5 

A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 

A Yes. 

Q Do you have some difficulty recalling the date you became 


Minister of Municipal Affairs? 

A No, I wasn't sure whether you said August 2nd or not; I know 
it was 1955 following the election. 

Q Yes, and when Mr. Leger states that at that first meeting you 
were highly emotional: 

"He was obviously in an extremely nervous state. At one 
particular, he had described his heart condition and 
told me he had a serious heart condition, and was under 
constant doctors?! care, and..." 


Did you say that to Mr. Leger? 





A On nNowenotn aca lL 61 4 

Q That is just a figment of his imagination? 

A Well, it .surely is. 

Q He is lying? 

A I don't like to say that, but he is stating something which 
I did not say. 

THE COMMISSIONER: L denit think, Mr. Gill, it.is really 
proper, it has occurred several times in this Inquiry when a 
witness disagrees with another one, I don't think it is 
necessary to brand him a liar at all, I dontt think that 
imputation should be suggested. 

QO. MR. GILL: What is your imputation? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Unless there is a very strong reason 
for it, 








Q MR. GILL: What is your imputation then because 
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Hooke - Gill Ex. 




















(Cont.) Mr. Leger makes quite a thing out of thes, “it tis 
comparable to your recollection of Mr. Combs and your 
meeting; why is he so firm in this at such length, Mr. Hooke? 
Well, I dontt know why he took that attitude. Certainly 
as far as I am concerned, Mr. Gill, I was there just a few 
minutes. He read this document or scanned it quickly, handed 
it back to me and said "Oh, so that's it."; in other words 
he evidenced that he was very very little interested about 
anything at all. 

Did you break down completely or not? 

No, I didntt break down completely. Just as I was ready to 
leave one of these nervous things came over me, and as I 
say, one never knows what triggers such a thing as this. I 
think perhaps Dr. Allard explained it, but sometimes it is 
accompanied by a twitching of the hands or a twitching of 
the feet, and - 

And this happened to you that might? 

Yes, it did, sir. I was ready to leave and this happened, 
and I sat down again. 

Yes? 

Mr. Leger said "What is the matter?" and I said "Oh, it is, 
this will pass off soon, it is just one of these attacks of 
nervous hyper-tension.", 

So that Mr. Leger is not this wrong when he says at page 


2845: 


referring to you, 
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3-B-7 
A. J. Hooke = Gill Ex. 


Q (Cont.) "... had what I suppose you would describe as a 
'fit', and I became extremely concerned and I asked him 
if I could call a doctor or an ambulance, and he said, 
fete rama aye™ many A 

You wouldn't dignify it with the word "fit"? 

A No, I certainly would not. 

Q You would call it an attack? 

A Well, it is just a matter of twitching that takes place 
occasionally, and one cannot account for what starts it or 
anything else, but when it happens the feeling that one gets 
is an extreme feeling of weakness. 

Q And this happened to you that night? 

A Yes watt pid. 

Q And so that at least in the matter of description you 
disagree with each other, but as to what happened you do 


agree, you had some type of an attack? 





A Yes, and I think if I remember correctly it happened about 
four times that day in my office, for no reason at all. 


I see, you were upset about Ideal Homes? 





A Well, that is not what was bothering me, I wasntft aware of 





any particular thing that bothered me. Once in a long while 


this, something like this will occur even yet, not nearly 





with the same severity that it used to, and I have no idea 
what will start it. Occasionally I will wake in the night as 
a result of a dream and I will find that I have one of these 
weak feelings. However, I have learned now that all I have 


to do is try to ignore it and get my mind on something else 
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A. J. 
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Hooke = Gill Ex. 


(Cont.) more than anything else. 

Did Mr. Leger give you a drink of whisky? 

He said to me "Would a drink of coffee help you?" and I 

said "No, thank you, I dontt drink coffee" and I said "I 
have been ordered to take a tablespoonful of brandy now and 
again, if you happen to have a talespoonful of brandy I would 
appreciate that.", and he went upstairs and was gone about, 


I would say about ten minutes. In the meantime the attack 





had subsided completely, and he came down with a small amount 
of whisky, I think it was, in a glass. 

Well, did you describe to Mr. Leger at this first meeting 
the English lands transaction? 

Oh, no sir, I have never discussed that with Mr. Leger. 

Well, when did this become public knowledge, the matter of 
the English lands, when was it first raised in the House, 

65 or was it 66? 

It was not English lands. 

Well, the Capilano land owned by the English Estate? 

Yes. I think when I wrote the story which is eighteen pages 
long, there again at the request of Commissioner Hamilton, 
but as to any details, I think the only people to whom I ever 
mentioned it, that the only people were the income tax 
officials. 

Then how would Mr. Leger know about this transaction concern- 
ing these Capilano lots? 

The evidence surprised me as I read it, I was surprised as I 


read the statement because certainly I never discussed such 
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A. J. Hooke = Gill Ex. 


A (Cont.). a thing! 




















Q And the first mention of it you had made publically was your 
eighteen page statement, Exhibit 379? 
A To my knowledge, to the best of my knowledge, Mr. Gill. 


Q Because I dontt think it was raised in your initial ten page 














statement, 410? 

A No, it wasn't,“no. 

MR. CLEMENT: Sir, my memory perhaps is failing me 
but I thought that that eighteen page document was the basis 
of Mr. Justice Morrow's presentation. 

THE COURT: That was the basis upon which it was 
identified by Mr. Morrow. 

MR. CLEMENT: To the Finance Committee a year or 
two before that. 

MR. GICL: That was to the Finance Committee, I 
believe, in August of 1964, August 19th I think. 

MR. CLEMENT: Oh, I thought it was earlier. 

MR. GLLL;: No, I could be wrong too. 

MR. CLEMENT: I am sorry, I am in error. 

Q MR" Gil: When did Mr. Morrow present Exhibit 
379 to the City Council, was it not in August or September of 
1964, sir? 

A I believe December. 

Q December? 

MR. CLEMENT: Excuse me, Mr. Gill, my memory has failed 
me. 

Q MR. GILL: In this Inquiry, Mr. Clement, that is 
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3-B-10 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 


Q (Cont.) an occupational hazard. Do your documents help you 


at all, Mr. Hooke, as to the date? 


A I haventt been able to put my hand on it, Mr. Gill, at this 
moment. 

Q That is a problem we all have in this Inquiry. 

MR. CLEMENT: However, sir, while we are filling in 


time I would just observe that Mr. Leger gave his evidence 





Snel) 075 
MR. GILL: This is so. 
MR. MAYNARD: I might help my friend Mr. Gill that 


Exhibit number 395 is the letter that was written by Mr. 
Justice Morrow to the Chairman of the Finance Committee 
dated April 9th 1965. The Journal reporting on Mr. Leger's 
statement was Exhibit 395A which was attached to Mr. Justice 


Morrow's letter, and this presentation was made in December 





of 1964. 


Q MR. GILL: Thank you Mr. Maynard. 






So you were surprised, were you, that Mr. Leger mentione 
the transaction concerning the Capilano lots as having been 
discussed by you with him in July of 1964? 

A Yes, because I did no such thing. 


Q I see, and you didn’t discuss about problems of getting money 





and the Foreign Exchange regulations? 

A Ohjve no. HOG vac all, Mr, Gilt. 

Q Just adverting to that briefly, did you have any Foreign 
Exchange control regulations that you had difficulty with 


in either getting your money to or from England? 
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3-B-1l1 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 

















A I never had. 

Q And your evidence is you didn't discuss this with Mr. Leger? 
A That is right, sir. 

Q You have locked horns with Mr. Leger on one or two occasions, 


have you not, politically? 


> 


Not politically, not that I know of. 

Q Well, perhaps that was an ill-chosen word, but didn't say 
as late as November of last year in Red Deer you and Mr. 
Leger had an exchange of words at I think a Union of Alberta 
Municipalities? 

A es, We ald, sir. 

Q And that wouldn't be the first time that you and Mr. Leger 


had exchanged words on a public platform, or was it? 


A I cannot recall any other. 
Q I see, and is, well, no. Mr. Leger is not of your political 
persuasion? 


A D take it that that is right: 
Q I thought I handled that rather well. 
THE COMMISSIONER: I am rather surprised, Mr. Gill, that 
a matter of political persuasion should be brought up in this 


Inquiry. 





Q MR. GILL: There may be some new ones after this. 


Did you not discuss with Mr. Leger your personal expense 





on your trip to England away back in - 
A Given eT Uusuenot, Mi ws.l toa nou AL al... 
Q You didntt discuss evading the Foreign Exchange regulations? 


I should say not. 
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3=Bx12 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 





Q And you didntt tell him that you had $1,500.00 of expense 
money left over? 

A No, I certainly didn't. 

Q Getting back to Ideal Homes, what is your exact interest in 


Ideal Homes today? 


A Actually the fact that the company owes me money. 

Q And how much does the company owe you? 

A I think now it is about fifty-one thousand. 

Q You don't agree then with Mr. Bentley's draft statement of 
1950, 1960, where some, June 15th 1965 - 

MR. MAYNARD: 62, 

Q MR. GILL: "62, the draft, Exhibit 423, the 
draft financial statement of Ideal Homes for the year ended 
April 30th 1962, which says, shows a deferred liability 





payable to A. J. Hooke of $6,880.79? 


A Well, I will certainly agree that that is, that that figure 











must be correct. 

Q You just told us fifty thousand something? 

A That would only be part of it. 

Q The other part is not brought in? 

A Not in 1962. 

Q Well, does Ideal Homes owe you more money between the period 
of 62 and now? 

A Yes. 

Q And what did you do in that connection to raise it from 
$6,880.00 to fifty thousand some odd dollars? 





A Well, from time to time I helped to pay off any indebtedness 
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3-B-13 
A.¥J."Hod6dker—--Gill* Ex. 


A (Cont.) that I could that came along. 
Q Well, a matter of some $42,000.00 sir, more after April 30th 
1962? 

MR. MAYNARD: Oh, now, Mr. Commissioner, the witness 
has indicated that he has paid on behalf of Ideal Homes 
$31,000.00 before 1962 and the cheque is here. 

MR. GILL: Well, just - 

MR. MAYNARD: Because it is not reflected in the 
statement does not mean to say the witness! payment has not 
been made. The cheque is there, the payment has been made, 
and my friend is trying to establish that because there is 
a figure made in the statement that was not accepted that 
that is all that was owing as of July 1962. 

MR. GILL: Well, I thought that was the witness? 
evidence, that he accepted that figure, but now - 

MR. MAYNARD: As. part of it. 

Q MR. GILL: Well, we will start it all over again. 
Mr. Hooke, how much do you think Ideal Homes owes you today? 

A I think at the moment about $51,000.00. 

Q I see, and do you accept that Ideal Homes owed you $6,880.00 
as per Exhibit 423, the draft financial statement of April 
30th 1962? 

A Well, at that time there was not included the thirty-one odd 


thousand dollars that I had paid, it did not appear in that 


statement. 
Q And what else didn't appear? 
A That may have been one of the reasons that Mr. Bentley state 
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3-B-14 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 


A 


Q 
A 
Q 


= © wp 20 YS tO ff 72 





(Cont.) there was some difference of opinion amongst us. 
Well, that was the difference of opinion? 

That it was not complete, Mr. Gill. 

So thirty-one thousand nine hundred and six thousand eight 
hundred and eighty still don't make fifty-one thousand, 
what else did you put into this company after 1962, April 
30th? 

Well, as time went on until 1965 $9,000.00 of taxes had 
accumulated. 

Against the 127th Street moose pasture? 

That is right. 

And did you pay this? 

Yes ‘sir. 

Yourself personally? 

By borrowing. 

And when did you pay that, Mr. Hooke? 

Sir, there were several times when we had every reason to 
believe that Ideal Homes' land would be either exchanged or 
re-zoned or something of that nature. 

And finally, that finally ended, didn't it? 

And having, well, I hope it has not ended yet, sir. 

I see, you still regard you have a claim against the City of 
Edmonton? 

Nes, dhstiddf dd. 

And you are still going to urge it? 

I want to say this, that I certainly would hope that the 


City of Edmonton would recognize that they do have a moral 
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3-B-15 
A. J. Hooke = Gill Ex. 


A (Cont.) obligation to this company and would do something 
about it. 

Q And on that account you paid the taxes on the 127th Street 
property? 

A Being in full belief, sir, that from promises made, largely 


by Commissioner Hamilton, that they would certainly, this 
would certainly be settled to the company's satisfaction one 
way or another, and on the strength of it I borrowed 
$45,000.00. 
When was this? 

A To tidy things up and pay it off. This would be two years 


ago approximately. 


Q 1965,, and what month, do you recall? 
A I believe November, I believe it is about two years now. 
Q That forty-five thousand all went to pay off obligations of 





Ideal Homes? 

A Pretty much that way as I recall it. 

Q Well, I must confess, Mr. Hooke, now you have lost my 
mathematics: you have got thirty-one thousand nine hundred 
as of July, or June 8th 1955, correct, paid to the Treasury 


Branch? 





A That's right. 





Q Some seven thousand as deferred liabilities payable to you 
per the draft balance sheet of April 30th 1962, correct? 

A Apparently. 

Q And that makes to my quick arithmetic $39,000.00, seven and 


thirty-two, is that right? 
SUPREME COURT REPORTERS 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 























jeerse ASSL ont mo aoxed ord bisq voy snuo998 pe ig 
of Dike ‘dey ae sti a« 

Pte ; ean 

Ylegtel .obsm eseimotg mott ted tia {lekied, Liitiak t ga 


ay 


atat :Vinkss709 bisow yods tadd tot Lime tone b at. 
eno solsosleitea atyasgmoo sdt ot belitea od ciate ee 
bewoxtod I sé = asgasate ane no baa ieee ay 7 - suf 

oy sie 


i . © Sakds 
atsey ows sd bivow ealdT .2%0 Si ysq bas qu agnidd wiser 
‘iiscet sox ob .Admom dude potinyt 


Won atsesy ows tuods eat Ji svetied I ctedmevok evened T 
to enottegildo tio ¥aq o¢ taew Lig basevosnd oviteydro8 dedi Bu 


‘ Nd i i 
7 aVae 7 —- ial ; iL 

| feomol toot i 
«Ji Lfeoe2 I as Dada sorts coum eszoa% 7 f 
NAb: eS ae i 


ae iylsdemixorgas one | 
| | 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


ym deol eved soy won ),sdo00H 24M: .e20%n0d enn side ie 


anit 


ball 
. me : _ by 
) boabaud OUTER bnaseuont ono-¢stiAs toa sitll ah te a oi a son Ne 
| j i 


- 
. 
| 
| 
} 
| Tiogetrva9 ,S6OL APOE. Seah Yo oa sont 
) yi ek aa 


i Sate 


a Ani 





bee asvea ,00.000, 06% otsomidhap 3 


“= ne sisi ie ne 
~~ re 7 ide 7 aren 














4539 
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J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 


Your mathematics are right, that's right. 

Good, and then another nine thousand paid on the taxes? 
Thate<is correct. 

That gets us up to forty-eight thousand, doesn't it? 

Yes. 

And then there is another forty-five thousand on top of that 
for Ideal Homes? 

Well, no, not necessarily for Ideal Homes. We were 
straightening up or tidying up a situation of debts, and in 
order to do so, because there were a couple of other bank 
debts that I wished to pay off, and in doing so I borrowed 
$45,000.00. 

In November? 

To pay these various things off, November two years ago. 
Dusee. 

So that at the time the company owes me forty-five plus this 
six thousand eight hundred, as I look at it at the present 
time. 

Making fifty-one? 

Making fifty-one. 

Where did the thirty-one thousand go then, is that in that 
forty-five thousand or isn'tt it? 

It must be. 

Did you borrow forty-five thousand as late as two years ago? 
That's right. 


You borrowed thirty thousand to meet the thirty-one thousand 


in June of 1955? 
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3-B-17 
A. J. Hooke — Gill Ex. 


A Yes, but I have had other borrowings for other things, sir. 

Q Were you facing personal guarantees with these other bank 
debts? 

A incan*t recall that. 

Q For other companies? 

A Ivcan*t recall that. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Now - 

MR. GILL: AL riehit. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Gill, that is not, let us not go 
afield. 

Q MR GLLL: Well “he raised 3t, sir. 

But in June of 1955 you say you were not actually a 
shareholder of Ideal Homes? 

A Tia s: rien. 

Q Just a creditor? You are nodding, that does not record. 

A Yes, a creditor. 

Q A creditor, and you weren't a Director of the company? 

A Not after January lst. 

Q OL 19557 

A That's right. 

Q And I understand, and I am going from memory, the registra- 
tion of your ceasing to be a Director didn't take place until 
1958; is there any reason for that that you know of? 

A No, the record from the Companies Branch will indicate that 
I ceased to be a Director, sir, on January 1st I think, of 
1955. 





MR. CLEMENT: The question is one that was filed. 
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3-B-18 
A. J. Hooke = Gill Ex. 





MR. MAYNARD: Exhibits 20. 

MR. GILL: 1084. 

MR. MAYNARD: And 224, 

MR. GILL: I am only interested in 226, Mr. 


Maynard. No, that is a Notice of Directors, 1950. 


MR. CLEMENT: Exhibit 224, the relevant portion, sir. 





Q MR GILL: Thank you. You notice the replica 
of Mr. Spady’s signature, do you? 
A Yes. 


Q On Exhibit 224, which is a Notice of Change of Directors: 





"Notice is also given that at the lst of January 1955 
the following persons ceased to hold office of Directors: 
AsuJs Hooke." 
and that bears the registration stamp of the Registrar of 
Joint Stock Companies of the Province of Alberta, July 10th 


1958, does it not, sir, down in the lower right hand corner? 





A Yes, it does. 

Q Have you any explanation of why the time lag from January lst 
1955 to July 10th 1958? 

A No, I haven't. I know that the record submitted to me 
indicated, and I remember well also, that I was not a Directo 


after January lst '55. 








Q Why did you resign as a Director of the company? 
A Why did, 1? 

Q Yes? 

A 


My actual reason for getting out of the company in the first 


instance, Mr. Gill, was the fact that I had come to believe 
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3-B-19 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 













A (Cont.) that perhaps there were some political reasons why 
the company was not succeeding in the first instance regardin 
its first site and second site. 

Q With the City of Edmonton? 

A Well, with someone, I don't know, I didn’t know for sure 
who, that is true. 

Q You felt you should be disassociated from the company? 

A Yes, 1 did. 

Q Did you actually feel you were something of a liability to 
Ideal Homes? 

A At the time I did. I felt myself completely in that position 

Q And yet for the next ten years you were the active protagon- 
ist against the City of Edmonton in the claim of Ideal Homes? 

A Well, I won't put myself in that category at all, sir. There 


were so many years when absolutely nothing was done. 
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3-M-1 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 


A (Cont. ) There was time after time when an appeal could 
have been lodged with the Provincial Planning Board, 

You didn't do this? 

No sir, 

Because you were sitting on that board? 

No. 


Well, at times you have, haventt you? 


tS WE TRIO: Ta 5S 


I was for a time, and it was upon my advice to the 





Executive Council that that position was changed entirely. 


When was that done? 


to 


It seems to me that it was in the Session of 1957. 

Q I am showing you the minute book of Ideal Homes, and there i 
a minute here labelled: 

"Minute No. 6, dated 16th of May, 1958, at the hour 

of two-twenty in the afternoon; present,J. H. Campbel 

Chris E, Hooke, Harry L. Spady." 
You obviously weren't at that meeting. 
No sir. 
Do you know where minutes Nos. 3, 4, 5 are? 


I wouldn't have any idea at all, Mr. Gill. 


Se) FS ley RS 


I see. You will notice that it says: 





"The chairman advised the meeting that the annual 





returns of the company had not been filed since 1954. 
He explained that the reason for the non-filing was 
due to the fact that plans had been made in 1955 to 
assign to a new company then formed, called All-West 


Distributors (1955) Ltd., all of the assets and 
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3-M-2 
A. J. Hooke — Gill Ex. 





Q (Cont. ) liabilities of Ideal Homes & Building Supplies Ltd," 
Thatts what the minute says. Is that what actually 
happened, to your recollection, sir? 

A Well, that is certainly what they were attempting to do, 
aS I mentioned this morning: there were three companies 
that were actively engaged in one aspect or another of the 
construction industry, and they were endeavouring to 


amalgamate, and I believe their intention was to operate 











under that name -- under the name of that fourth company, 
All-West Distributors -- which was to become a holding 
company, or something. 

Q Is that the company that you were discussing in this minute 
of June 8th, 1955, Exhibit 444, when C. E. Hooke, A. J. 
Hooke, Spady and Campbell, were to take shares in it? 

A Is that the one where you mentioned the name of -- ? 

Q Briscole? 

A Yes. 

Q B-r-i-S-c-o-l-e? 

A Yes, I would say that. 

Q And Smeltzer -- S-m-e-1-t-z-e-r? 

A Yes. 

Q So that's the company that resulted? 

A It would have resulted. 

Q Well, All-West Distributors was formed, was it not? 

A Well, I understand it was an old, old company. I had 
nothing whatever to do with it ever. 

Q I see. Well, sir, you say that as of January lst, 1955, 
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3-M-3 
Ay d@< Hooke -« Gill Ex. 








Q (Cont.) you ceased to be a director? 

A Hedid sreMe. bGil-1 + 

Q And you ceased to be a shareholder in 1953? 

A May. 

Q May of 1953? 

A Yes. 

Q And yet, why would Exhibit 444, found in the records of 
B. C. Tanner & Company, dated 8th of June, 1955, at eight- 
thirty p.m., A. J. Hooke -- all shareholders being present, 
notice of the meeting was waived, and you acted as 
Chairman of the meeting? 

A Well, I presume that I was asked to act as chairman of the 
meeting. 
in. see » 

Although that still doesn't say that I was a shareholder, 
which I wasntt, nor was I a director. 

Q You were in fact acting as president of the company, were 
you not? 

A No, not at all. 

Q I see. I take it, Mr. Hooke, that you still bear some 
resentment, then, to the City of Edmonton for their handling 
of the Ideal Homes! matter? 

A Well, Mr. Gill, I'm not that sort of person, 

Q I .see, 

A I dontt bear resentment towards anyone. 

Q And Mr. Campbell was going to see City Commissioner 


Hamilton entirely unrelated to you; is that your evidence? 
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3-M-4 
Ae ot Hooke = Grtt EX: 





















A Well, if he did it was certainly unrelated to me, certainly. 

Q He wasntt bearing a message from you? 

A Oh, no, that's right, Mr. Gill. 

Q I see; but you have known Mr. Campbell and been associated 
with him in business now since 1951, was it? When he 
joined the company? 

A Yes, for that little length of time that I was associated 
with the company. 

Q And in that time there has been these other matters of 
Beaver Land, the Sherwood Park, and all the other things, 
and Mr. Campbell threads through them, does he not? 

A Yes, he does, 

Q And you have his telephone number? 

A Surely. 

Q And I believe he said that it was an unlisted number; is 
that correct? 

A I have never known the time when he had a listed number, 

Q And he has acted for you and on your behalf from time to 
time since 1951, John H. Campbell? 

A A couple of times when I asked him to dispose of some 
property. 

Q And he is a friend of yours? 

A Yes, I would class him as such, sir. 

Q And has been such for many years? 

A As we got to know each other better we became friends, yes. 

Q And I am sure you have been on a first-name basis for many 


years. 
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3-M-5 
AX J. Hooke’ = Gill) Ex, 


A That's right. 


tO 


And he would no doubt discuss these matters with you from 
time to time? 

Which matters? 

Ideal Homes and its financial difficulties? 

Well, that's right, of course, 

Because he was also in difficulty? 


Well, as the company was, we all four were. 


hey ee ey SS 


And how would you keep separate, sir, the fact that much 

of your day would be spent as Minister of Municipal Affairs, 
and yet you would be concerned with the City of Edmonton 
and their handling of this Ideal Homest claim? How did you 
in your mind separate these two things? 

A To begin with I was not Minister of Municipal Affairs until 
1955. 

You were Minister of Economic Affairs? 

Yes, I was, 


And how did you keep one separate from the other? 


- OC PF 0 


Well, there was no problem whatever as far as I was 





concerned. I wasn't close enough to Ideal Homes, for one 
thing. I regarded my duty, my public duty first of all 
before anything pertaining to myself ever crossed my mind. 

Q Did you instruct Mr. Agrios to appear before City Council 
and if they would do the rezoning of 127th Stree property, 
that you would drop your claim against the City of Edmonton? 

A We were not making a claim in that way, sir, no, I didn't. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Gill, if I recall correctly, Mr. 
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3-M-6 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 





















THE COMMISSIONER: (Cont.) Agrios was very precise in his 
Statement, or as to the reason why he appeared before the 
Council or Finance Committee -- if that's what you are 
referring to -- and I think you should refer to his 
wording if you place this question, because Mr, Agrios 
seemed to me to be very precise in outlining the reason 
why he went there. 

Q MRAVGT DL: Were you at that meeting of 


September 13th, 1964, before City Council? 











A No, I wasn't, 

Q When Mr. Agrios was there? 

A I have never been before City Council. 

Q You have been before the Land Sales Committee? 

A Only for about five minutes, to give them this document. 

Q Exhibit 379, the 18-page document? 

A No, the short one which was read by Mr. Leger, yes. 

Q The one that came in evidence this morning? 

A Yes, and then I was present for a little while when Mr. 
Morrow presented the case before the Finance Committee, 

THE COMMISSIONER: Did you say the Planning Committee 
or the Land Committee? Did you say? 

A Pardon me? 

THE COMMISSIONER: The Planning Committee or the Land 
Committee? 

A The Land Sales Committee, Mr. Kirby. 

THE COMMISSIONER: The Land Sales? 

A Yes. 
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Sere] 


A Jt.* Hooke® —- Gilli Bx 

0) MR. GILL: The document 452 is marked "To the 
Land Committee" but you mean really the Land Sales 
Committee? 

A The Land Sales Committee. I didn't know at that time just 


what they called it, actually. 


Q Is it normal for a citizen to appear in front of that 
Committee? 

A I understand so. 

Q Had you ever appeared before that Committee in your 


Capacity as a Minister of the Crown? 

A No, I never have. 

Q And would you, in discussing this matter with, say, 
Commissioner Hamilton, he would be coming to your office 
from time to time on municipal affairs’! matters? 

A Well, he came several times and he would come to the 
building quite frequently and sometimes simply pop his 


head in and just to say hello. 


Q And you would phone him occasionally? 

A Yes, I did, once in a while. 

Q Asking him how the Ideal Homes! matter was coming? 

A I cantt say that I ever specifically did that. I referred 
once or twice to some statement that I had seen in the 
paper when they had dealt with the Ideal Homes' question, 

Q You were extremely concerned for a period of some years 
with the Ideal Homes't position? 

A If I had been that extremely concerned, Mr. Gill, in all 


of the years from 1955 until about 1964, I think I should 
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3-M-8 
A. J, Hooke — Gill Ex, 


A (Cont.) have tried to do something, which I didntt do. 

Q Why did you do nothing in that time or period? 

A Very largely because I sat where TI sat. 

Q Where is that? 

A As a Minister of the Crown. 

Q This bothered you, did it, that you were trying to deal 
aS an individual with the City on the one hand, and you were 
a Minister of the Crown on the other? 

A No, I wanted to make sure that I could never be accused 
of being in that position. 

Q It didn't work that way, did it? 

A Well, there are unscrupulous people running loose. 

Q You say this whole thing is due to unscrupulous people? 

MR. CLEMENT: I think that's a matter of judgment , 
sir, on your part at the end of the inquiry. 

Q MRee iGILL: And in your 18-page statement, 
Exhibit 379, you said, at page 15: 

"It is not my intention to take legal action against 
the City of Edmonton." 

Was that your position? 

A That it was not my intention? Oh, yes, sir. 

Q And you have maintained that position throughout? 

A Yes:. 

Q And why is that, if you feel you have a valid claim? 
Why wouldn't you ever resort to the courts? 

A That's the last thing I would want to do, sir. 

Q Why, sir? 
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3-M-9 
Ao ¢ Hooke .— Grit Px: 


A Perhaps in the capacity of an ordinary citizen my views 
would be different, but I have regarded my public duty as 
being first and foremost. 

Well then -- 

A When I became a public servant I regarded myself as being 
in a position where I was at the beck and call of the public 
Seven days a week, twenty-four hours a day, and so I have 
done, 

Q And yet you have still tried to operate Ideal Homes as 


a company? 


A I tried, sir, to do the same as I think any normal man 
would do. 

Q You invested in Sherwood Park? 

A No, sir; I did not invest in Sherwood Park. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think we will leave Sherwood Park 


until we come to that aspect, 
Q MR. GILL: You have investments which have 


totalled and made you $110,000.00. Correct? While going 





-- while devoting seven days a week and twenty-four hours 
a day to your public service? 
A You are talking about a period of thirty-two years, sir. 


I doubt if I have made any $110,000.00. 





Q Well, sir, if we add up the financial statements that were 
brought here the other day, that is the addition. The first 
of this money would be the Capilano matter? Was that the 
first time that you had any receipts of any sizable 


consequence outside of your office? 
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3-M-10 
Ay a). shooke .— Gill —x. 


A Well, Capilano. sold, in -—-= 154? 
That's correct, sir. 

A And the development of Sherwood Park was shaping up about 
155. 
akc 
Somewhere in there, so they would be to some extent 
Simultaneous, 

Q And they were the first fruits that you had from any of 
your assets, other than your office as Minister of the 
Crown and a member of the Legislative Assembly? 

A Yes, I would say so. 

Q So, that is 1954, so we have a period from 1935 to 1954 
without any of these monies coming into your hands, other 
than your normal Sessional indemnity. 


Mainly, at any rate. 





You don't disagree with my statement? 


No, I can't say that I disagree with it. 


mo FF OO Pe 


And looking at Exhibit 452, which appeared to be dated in 
April of 19 -- May of 1964, after the April 27th meeting, 
page... .yousSay:: 


"Having discontinued school teaching in 1935 when I was 








elected, I knew by 1950 that were I defeated I could 
not enter a classroom without further University 
studies, which I could not afford." 
That was your Situation in 1950? Wasn't it? 
A That's right. 
Q So you had had none of the $110,000.00 profit by 1950. Is 
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3-M-11 
A, J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 


















Q (Cont.) that right? 

A Well, that is right. 

MR. CLEMENT: How could he? 

Q MR. GILL: Then, do you recall Exhibit 398, 


a Statement that you gave when you took out a mort gage 
with North West Trust? Itts called "A, J, Hooke, assets 
and liabilities" consisting of two pages. Do you recognize 
that, sir? You will find your signature on page 2 -- or 
a facsimile of it. 

Do you recall that document, after 


these minutes that you have looked at it, Mr. Hooke? 


A I think so, 

Q Are the contents of it true and correct, sir? 

A Well, I certainly hoped so at the time, 

Q You signed it? 

A Yes. 

Q And that showed an aggregate of assets over liabilities 
of some $178,000.00? 

A I think that's it. 

Q And you start off with the apartment block on 76th Avenue, 
with a value of $30,000.00; the home property on the north- 
Gastiquarter of 22, of $50,000.00 -- , 

THE COMMISSIONER: What exhibit number are you referrin 
Cat 

MR. GILL: 398, Mr. Commissioner. Two houses 


and a four-suite block on 99th Street, $40,000.00; a half- 


Share of the southeast quarter of 22, $50,000.00 -- and 
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Re J+ Hooke =~ Gill Ex. 




















MR. GILL And( Cont 4) so on with, by your statement, assets 


exceeding liabilities, mainly mortgages, of $178,000.00. 


A It didn't work out that way, but that's what the statement 
Says. 
Q That is what you put in in order to obtain mortgage money, 


wasn!t it? 

A I wouldn't say that that is so, sir -- other than the fact 
that I believed it. 
Well, what was the purpose of the statement? 

A Well, I say, I believed that statement to be correct. 

Q Yes, Mr, Hooke, but what was the statement prepared for? 
For what purpose? It was to obtain money, was i not? 

A Well, certainly. If one is obtaining a mortgage, that is 
what it is for, Mr. Gill. 

Q So your evidence is that the statement Exhibit 398 was true, 


at the time? 





A Well, I certainly believed it, yes. 
And has it since not proved to be true? 
It surely has -- at least, some of those properties do not 
give me anything like that. 

Q In your statement 398 you make no mention of any assets of 


Ideal Homes. 








A No. 
Q You didntt think it was worth very much as far as putting 
on a paper for an asset? 


A No, it was certainly looking as though it were a complete 


loss, 
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A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex, 
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Q And you didn't disclose it as a liability? 

A As a liability? 

Q You didntt —- 

A 2e5., 

Q -- Show that you felt any of the debts of Ideal Homes 
were a liability to you; is that right? 

A Well, I don't see it there, that is true. 

Q Well, why wouldn't you put it there as a liability if you 
felt such a personal responsibility as you have outlined 
today? 

A I was dealing with myself as an individual there, and not 
with a company. 

Q But when you made up that statement Exhibit 398, you knew 
the situation of Ideal Homes? 

A Yes, I did, and I think I have already explained that I 
was constantly expecting that the matter of Ideal Homes 
would be so completed that it would stand on its own feet. 
As far as I was concerned I could wait until that time 
before I could honestly say that -- that I had any equity 
that would amount to anything. At that moment it certainly 
looked like a loss, 

Q In the meantime you borrowed another $45,000.00? 

MR. CLEMENT: Not another forty-five thousand. 

Q Mine Glib: No -- well, the $45,000.00 of 
November of 1965. 

A I think I have explained that already, sir. 

Q In your statement Exhibit 452 you used these words to the 
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(Cont.) Land Sales Committee: 

"Please understand me when I say I'm not trying to 
accuse anyone of deliberately harming this company." 

That is what you said. 

Led, Oo. C, 

But you did feel that somebody may have been deliberately 

attacking you through this company? 

I can't say that because I have been on friendly terms 

with the various individuals in the Civic Block, and I have 

been on first-name terms with many of them for a long time, 

and it seemed to me rather a case of them having to take 

care of larger organizations rather than some small 

little company that didn't mean much to the City of 

Edmonton, for instance, but which meant a great deal to 

four people, but so far as the City is concerned it could 

mean practically nothing, and it was more neglect of doing 

Something rather than someone deliberately setting out to 

do something, 


This neglect being by whom? Any one particular person? 





No, I wouldn't say so, Mr, Gill, 

Just the Council of the City? 

No, to be fair to Council I would suggest that Council was 
totally unaware so many times, and I didn't run around 
talking to Council members about these things, and I doubt 
if anyone else did, 


Your statement Exhibit 452 goes on to say: 


"When this exchange was not finalized" -—-- 
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3-M-15 
A. J. Hooke ~ Gill Ex, 





Q (Cont.) that would be the Buena Vista exchange, would it? 
A Would you read it a bit further, please, for me? 
Q "Please understand me when I say that I'm not trying 


to accuse anyone of deliberately harming this 
company. However, when this exchange was not 
finalized, Ideal Homes was out of business and 

to prevent bankruptcy I was forced personally" --- 


Now, which exchange are you referring to? 





A That exchange, Mr. Gill, is the one which had been arranged 


consisting of four lots -- . 


Q Down by the railroad? 
A By the large elevator. 
Q Outlined, I think, in green on the map, Exhibit 368, just 


to the east of the Federal Grain terminal? 





A No, that is -- if I am right looking at it from here, that 
is the site that was originally leased from the City by 
Ideal Homes, 


I see, 





And the one which we had been offered was just north of the 


tracks. 





Q Well, that's what I am indicating: the four green lots 
are north of the tracks immediately to the east of the 
Federal Grain -- the federal Crown land, on which the 


grain terminal is, and your lease for Ideal Homes in 1950 





and '51 is marked in yellow south of the tracks, 
A I cantt see that from here, 


MR. MAYNARD: Go and take a look at it. 
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3-M-16 
A. ». Hooke = Gill Ex, 

















A Excuse me, 

Q MR.* GILL: Would you just come over and take 
a look? 

A Yes, I am -- 

MR eG LLLy You see, there is a yellow 


indicated there, and that is the original lease of land 
fromathe? City, is,it. not? 
A Yes, 
Q And the green immediately to the east of the grain 
terminal is the suggested exchange property? 
A It runs up and down this way. I dontt know who has 
marked this in. This is marked in incorrectly. 
Q I see; thank you. It was that exchange you have reference 
to in Exhibit 452? 
A Leg: 
Q And then you go on and say; 
"TIT was forced personally, being the only one of the 
four partners" -- 


you regarded yourself as a partner in Ideal Homes, I take it? 


A Well, I suppose I could have been more specific and said 
"shareholder", 
Q "_- owning a couple of pieces of property which could 


be mortgaged." 
You were the only one of the four that had property, I take 
it that's what youtre saying -- is that right -- that could 
be mortgaged? 
A Well, I certainly knew that my brother didntt and my 
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(Cont.) brother-in-law didn't 





-- I was well aware of that. 
As far as Mr. Campbell was concerned, I couldn't Say. 

" -- to raise over $30,000.00 to pay off the 
current debts, to keep the company out of 
bankruptcy." 

That's not quite right, is it? You raised the $30,000.00 
to pay off the Treasury Branch, one debt? 

Well, as I said before, I may have transposed those figures 
or -- I did not think it was necessary to be all that 
specific in a letter such as this, and I hurriedly got up 
the document at the request of Commissioner Hamilton so 

as to place in the hands of the committee some information 
upon which they could make a decision. 

You go on, sir, and you say in Exhibit 452: 

"I should mention in passing that I disposed of my 
interest -- which, after all, was only a $2,400.00 
one ---," 

That was your initial investment? 
To start with $2,400,00. 

" -- to the other partners on May 2nd, 1953." 

That's when you resigned as a Shareholder, was it not, sir? 
Yes; 

t -- but agreed to remain on as a non-participating 

director until such time as the difficulties we 


were encountering were overcome." 






That's what your statement reads, that you were a non- 


participating director. 
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3-M-18 
As Js TtOOKe = Gill Ex, 


A Yes, 





to 


And that continued on and is actually the state of affairs 


today, is it not? 


A No, I wouldntt say that. 

Q Isn't that how you regard yourself in fact? 

A No, I do not. 

Q Well, when do you say you ceased to become a non- 
participating director? 

A Well, it would certainly be on the day that you just 
mentioned, January 1st, 1955. Certainly I have retained 
an interest as a creditor. 

Q You go on in Exhibit 452 and you say: 

"I should mention that from newspaper reports it has 
been stated that I shall be a part-owner of the 
proposed nursing homes, Please be assured that this 
is not in any way true." 

You actually, I think, had been in touch with your friend 
Mr. Wener in Calgary? 

A May I say, Mr. Gill, that Mr. Wener had been in touch with 
the City officials for some time, endeavouring to secure 
at that time four sites, as I understood it, for four 








different nursing homes, and on one occasion had asked 


concerning what used to be the Ideal Homest site. He knew 





of it because the operations of his company are very, very 
close, only a matter of two or three hundred yards away 


from the original Ideal Homes! site, 


Q Which company is that? Is that his cement company? 
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3-M-19 
A a), HOOKS: —. Gil 1 sex. 






















A It would be Conforce. 

0) C-o-n-f-o-r-c-e? 

A Lea. 

Q And you had known Mr. Wener for some time? 

A Many, many years. 

Q And he is a major investor in nursing homes in the 
Province of Alberta? 

A I understand that he is. I dontt know Mr. Wener's 
business, but I understand that that is true. 

He has told you that, has he not? 

A Yes, he has. 

Q And you were hoping to have him get the land rezoned in the 
Buena Vista area so that he could put up a nursing home? 

A Mr. Gill, might I say that this was not my idea in the first 
place, nor the idea of Ideal Homes, This came about as 
a result of the recommendation of Commissioner Hamilton 
himself. 

Q But whose idea was it to put nursing homes on? 

A Commissioner Hamiltonts and Commissioner Menzies, 

Q It wasn't Mr. Wener's idea originally? 

A So far as he was concerned, he was asking for some sites. 
I don't think he was too concerned, so long as he could be 
Satisfied after seeing the site that it would serve his 
purpose. 

Q Have you been associated with Mr. Wener in any other 
projects? 

A Not in anything, sir, no. 
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3-M-20 
Aaeliee HOOKe4—-Gi1)l. EX, 







THE COMMISSIONER: I think, Mr. Gill, that we can 
adjourn until tomorrow morning at nine o'clock. 
MR. GILL: Tuesday morning, sir? 
THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, Tuesday morning, yes, I'm sorry. 
Tuesday morning. 


(Adjourned at 1 P.M.) 
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